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THE sECOND EDITION, 
To which is now added the ORIGINAL CHARTER 
zranted to that Proviace in the 4th of Charles I 
and never before printed in England, 
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. Coloay of Maſſachuſetts Bay 


With Reſpect to their original CHARTER 
and ConsTITUTION. 


w 


every Attempt againſt the Authority of the 
Britiſh Government, the People of Maſſachu- 


ſelts Bay have taken the Lead. Every new Move | 


towards Independence has been theirs: And ip 
every freſh Mode of Reſiſtance againſt the Laws, 
they have firſt ſer the Example, and then iſſued 


their admonitory Letters to the other Colonies to 


follow it. 


The Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay being one of 
the firſt Charter Governments, they have greatly 
valued themſelves upon that Account. And in 
their public Proceedings, as well as in their pri- 
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11. 
vate Writings, have been conſtantly holding ou 
to us their firſt Charter Rights, and me original 
Terms of their Colonization. 


This makes it neceſſary to examine what thoſe 
Charter Rights are, and what is that Degree of 
Authority which belongs to them. And here the 
fitſt Conſideration, which obviouſly preſents itſelf, 
is this, that theſe Charters are Grants only from 
the Crown: And that no Grant of the Crown can 
| ſuperſede the Authority of an Act of Parliament, 
At no Period of our Hiſtory therefore could it 
have been poſſible, that the ſingle Power of one 
Part of the Legiſlature, ſhould be ſuperior to the 
| 985 1 of the 7 hoe, | 


But whatever may have been the Principles of 
the Conſtitution, it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
Power of the Crown, during the arbitrary Reign 
of the S/uarts, was extremely undefined and but 

little underſtood. And, tho' checked by the Civil 
Wars, was never clearly fixed till the Revolution. 
In the two firſt of theſe Reigns Men were much 
more intent on getting Grants from the Crown, 
than on diſputing the Validity of them. In an 

Age therefore while the Subject was in the dark, 
and the Prerogative undefined, a juſt Allowance 
ought to be made to the Ignorance aud Prejudices of 
the Times. And ſome Indulgence would certainly 
be due to any of the Subjects, who were miſled : 


[3] 
by them, and had placed a greater Degree of De- 


pendence on them than they deſerved. Should it 
therefore appear, that the Charters of King James 
and Charles the Firſt did really contain a G of 
all thoſe extenſive Rights, which are now aſſumed; 
and that the Royal Aſſurance of the full Enjoy= 
ment of theſe Privileges was the real Ground and 
Motive upon which the Country was firſt peopled, 
this Conſideration ought doubtleſs to have its 
Weight. Although the Crown might not have a 
Right to grant ſuc ch excluſive Privileges, yet the 
Grants having once been made, and the Coloniſts 
having ſettled upon the Faith of them, they doubt- 

leſs thereby acquire a Sanction and an Authority, 
' which nothing but the moſt urgent Neceſſity can 
juſtly alter. Though wrongly given, they are 
rizhtly eſtabliſhed, and it would be much more 
wrong to take them away, 

What thoſe Rights are, which the People of 
Brſton pretend to claim under their Charter, may 
be Ken in the two following Papers ; the one of 
which was preparatory to the ſubſequent Reſolu- 
tions contained | in the other. 


What thoſe Rights are, which are really con- ; 
tained in their Charter, will appear from the fol- 
lowing ſhort Account of their firſt Settlement and 
Charter, with their Opinions and Practice upon it. 


2 + „ The 


[4] 


The Reader will find the ſame Account in Neal's 
and Douglaſs's, and Hutchinſor's Hiſtories. I have 
only extracted it for his Eaſe, from a Variety of 
other Matter, in which the preſent Queſtion is not 
concerned. This laſt Hiſtory is by much the beſt; 

and Mr. Hutchinſon, being himſelf Lieutenant Go- 

yernor and Chief Juſtice of that Province, and of 

a Family that was. among the firſt Settlers, is 

doubtleſs the moſt unexceptionable Authority. 


 Extra# from the Bos ro. Gazette, Sept. 5, 1768. 
Maſieurs EDREs and GILL, 


ö Pleaſe to give the following Queries a Place in your next, 
and you'll oblige, at leaſt, ſome of your. conflant Readers, 


Reader! Attend! } 


ner 1.\ \ 7 HETHER the Liberty of a Freeman or 
on 0 an Engliſhman, which Aiſtioguilhes . 
from a Slave, does not neceſſarily imply ſome Sort of 
Right and Property of his own, which no Man has or 
can have a Right to without his Conſent or actual Alie- 
nation of the lame? © | 5 . 
_ Q 2. Whether the free born Subjects of his Britannic 
Majeſiy, or of any other Monarch, have not a Right of 
Migration with their moveable Eftate, from their Sove- 
reign's Dominions, into any other Dominion that they 
ſhall chuſe ? ; — | N | 
Q. 3. If a Numher of Families ſhould migrate from 
his Britannic Majeſty's Dominions, and ſet down in ano- 
ther's Dominions, whoſe Subjects are they now? E.G, 
The firſt Settlers of Phmouth in New- England migrated - 
from England, and fat down in Hand, where they lived 


ten Years before their Remove to New- England, whole 


| Subjects were they while they lived in Helland? Were 
| they the King of England's? Whole Laws were they 
an 1 „„ governed 


Ft 5 ; 


overned by in that Time? Were they the King of 
England's ? Did the Britiſh Parliament lay a Tax upon 


them while there, to raiſe a Revenue for his Britannie 
Majeſty? 


Q. 4. Whether the aboriginal Natives of North- Ame- 


rica were not the proper Lords and Proprietors of theſe 


Lands, be fore the Engliſh arrived ? Whether the Engifh 
could have any juſt Right to take Poſſeſſion without pur- 


chafing the Lands of the Proprietors, or obtaining a 
Grant of them? Whether they purchalcd the Lands with 
their own Money, or with the Crown of £27/and's? If 
with their own, (which I ſuppoſe was Fact) whether 
they had not a Right to ſet up an independent Govern- 


ment of their own? And if they had done it, whether 


Great-Britain could in Jiiſtice have claimed any more 
Right to their Poſſeſſions, and to impoſe Laws upon 


them without their Conſent, or to interrupt their rigbt- 


ful and peaceable Poſſcſhon and Government, than they 
had to the States of Holland? Or than they could have 
had to them, if they had continued in Holland to this 
ry 107 8 | 
Therefore, RP Se: - | 

Q. 5. Whether the political Union, Connection, De- 
pendence, and Subordination of the original unconquered 
| Colonies in North- America to the Britiſh Empire and Go- 
| yernment (who have all along ſupported and defended 
{ themſelves at vaſt Expence) whereby they become pro- 
perly a Branch of the Britiſß Empire, and in which they 


glory as being Fellow-ſubjeCts with, and entitled to the | 


ſame Rights, Liberties, and Immunities of Eng/1/hmen 
inhabiting of Great- Britain, are not intirely founded in 
the Covenants and Compacts between Great- Britain and 
theſe Colonies, which are contained in their Charters © _ 

Q. 6.- If ſuch Meaſures are taken on the Part of 
Great-Britain, either by the Britiſh Parliament, or by the 
King's Miniflers and Repreſentatives, ſupported by the 
Government at home, which ſap the very Vitals of our 
Charters, and tend directly and immediately to reduce 
the Coloniſts into a State of Slavery; Whether the poli- 
tical Union, Connection, &c. Cc. of theſe Colonies to 
* the Britiſh Empire and Government, are not hereby in- 
| firely diſſolyed, and the Coloniſts reduced to a State of 

„ 5 = Nature 


. 1 
Nature? And if ſo, Whether any of the American Go- 
vernors, conſidered as the King's Repreſentatives, and 

14 other Crown-officers, Commiſſioners and Penſioners, 

| | | reſiding in America, have any more Right or Authority, 

for the Time being, to officiate in the Colonies than in 
the States of Holland, or than in any other independent. 
e 1 | 
Q. 7. As it is a Matter.of the laſt Importance to the 
Safety and Proſperity both of Great Britain and the Co- 
lanies, That the political Union, Connection, Depen- 
dence, and Subordination of the Colontes to Great Britain, 
be kept and maintained firm and inviolable ; Whether 
ſuch, (whether they are the King's Miniſters at home, 
or his Repreſentatives in the Colonies) as are forming 
ſuch Plans, and endeavouring to bring them into Exe- 
cution, which tend directly and immediately to diſſolve 
the Union of Geat-Beitain and the Colonies, arid to bring 
the Coloniſis into a State of Slavery, ought not to be con- 
ſidered and created, both by Great-Britain and the Colo- 
ifts. as avowed Enemies to the Britiſh Empire? 
Q. 3. Whether, The late Acts of Parliament for 
raiſing a |«:venue on the Coloniſts without their Conſent 
'— The Suſpending the legiſlative Power of New York— 
The appointing new Officers and Per:fioners to reſide in 
the American Colonies— The Attempts to procure the 
King's Soldiers to guard and aſſiſt the new Commiſſioners 
in the Execution of their Commiſhons—The declaring - WT 
the circular Letter of the 1://achuſetts- Afſembly (which 1 
was full of Decency and Loyalty) to be inflammatory, „ 
and tending to ſtir up unwarrantable Combinations 1 
againſt Government — The Requiſiiion of a King's Mi- 
niſter to the late General Aſſembly of the Maſſachuſetts 
Bay, to reſcind a Reſolution of a former Aſſembly, with 
an Order to the Governor, in Cafe of Refuſal, to diſ— 
ſoive the General Court The Governor's diſſolving the 
ſaid Court, and declaring that he could not iſſue Writs 
for another, till further Orders from Home—1 fay, Whe- 
ther all theſe together do not neceflarily imply an open 
Infraction, and vacating our Charters; or, at leaſt, a 
leaping over all thoſe Covenants and Compacts contained 
in them, which are the Baſis of our political Union to 
 Great-Eritain ? : | | 


8 8 7 8 
. * 
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[7] 


Q. 9. If Governor Bernard cannot Ane Writs for 


another Aſſembly till further Orders, which can be true 


only upon the Suppoſition that our Charter is vacated; 


or if it is fact, that our Charter is vacated, and we re- 


duced to a State of Nature; whether it is not expedient 
for the Inhabitants of every Town in this Province to 
chuſe Repreſentatives for a General Aſſembly, with In- 
ſtructions when met in a General Aſſembly, to enter 
into a Covenant, that they will not renounce their Alle- 


giance to King GEORGE the Third of Great- Britain, 


France, and Ireland, that they will maintain good Order 


and Government, and that the Civil Laws of this Pro- 


vince ſhall remain in full Force, and the Officers of 
Juſtice, and military Officers, ſhall ſtand in their Places, 
and execute their reſpective Offices, as occaſion ſhall 
require, for the Time being, except the Crown officers 
and Penſioners; alſo that the Courts of Civil Judicature 
F ſhall continue for the Time being; alſo to preſent a 
| Memorial of the true State of Things in the Province to 
bis Pratannic Majeſiy, expreſſing to him in a very decent 


and becoming Manuer, that the Affections of this People 


to his Royal Perſon, Family, and Government, are ſo 
great, that there is nothing on this Side Eternity they 
dread more than a being broken off from his benign 
Government; and moſt earneſtly praying him to con- 
deſcend to renew the Charter- covenant and Compact 
with us, and to enlarge the Privileges of it to the Extent 
of the firſt original Charter of this Government, and to 
conſider and treat all thoſe as Enemies to his happy 
Reign, and the Proſperity of his Empire, who have been 
plotting the Slavery of three Millions of his moſt du- 
tiful and loyal Subjects ?—Obj. If we do this, the King 


and Parliament will declare us Rebels! A. They cannot 


in Juſtice do it, for this Meaſure is in order to get our 
Union and Subordination to the Government of Great- 
Britain renewed and confirmed on a ſolid Baſis : Obj. 
But what if they will do it, and ſend an Army to ſubdue 
us? A. Subdue us, to what? To be loyal Subjects of 
his Britannic Majeſiy? That is what we have been, and 
are ſtil] deſirous to be, as any his Majeſty has in his vaſt 
Empire; or is it to reduce us to Slavery? If an Army 
ſhould be ſent for this Purpoſe, we will tell them, that 

| 8 i ys 
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we are willing and deſirous to be their Fellow - ſubjects 
That we are Engliſbmen, and claim the Privileges of 
Engliſbmen, but will never ſubmit to be Slaves to our 
Fellow-ſubjects ; and if this will not ſatisfy them, we 
will put our Lives in our Hands, and cry to the Judge 
of all the Earth who will do right, ſaying, ** Behold— 
„ how they reward us, to come to caſt us out of thy 
« Poffeſhon which thou haſt given us to inherit: O our 
% God wilt not thou judge them ?—Lord, it is nothing 
„with thee to help, whether with many for with them 
„ that have no Power; help us, O LORD our GOD; 
& for we reſt on thee, and in thy Name we go againſt 
* this Multitude : O LORD thou art our God, let not 
„Man prevail again{t thee. ”—— _ SR 
And as it muſt be owned that a dark Cloud hangs 
over Great- Britain and the American Colonies, it is hereby 
humbly propoſed to all that wiſh well to the Britiſb Em- 
pire, and have a Value for Liberty and Property, to 
| ſpend one Hour, from Eight to Nine o'Clock every Sa- 


 turday Evening, in your Cloſets, to pray for the King 
and Queen of Great-Britain, that their Reign may be 
happy and proſperous. To pray for the King's Family, f 
that it may always afford illuſtrious Defenders and Main— ; 
tainers of true Engliſb Liberty and the Proteſtant Reli- 
ion.— That „the wicked may be tiken away from be- : 
fore the King, that his Throne may be eſtabliſhed in g 
« Righteouſneſs.” — That the King may be wile as 2 
an Angel of God to diſcern between his faithful Servants, 1 
and the Enemies of the Brit1 Conſtitution, and timely 
find out and drive away from the Brith Miniſtry all the WW 
wicked Haman's, the crafty Ahitophel's and Gallican Pen- 5. 
fioners, ſagacious and truſty Huſhai's, the King's Friends, 1 
and renowned Mordecai's, who are great among—and WF ; 
accepted of the Multitude of their Brethren, ſeeking the WW 
Wealth of their People, and ipeaking Peace to all.— | M 
That the Hearts of Britzh Fathers may be turned to EI 
their American Children, and the Hearts of theſe Chil- I; 
dren to their Fathers, that we may not be ſmitten with if; 
a Curſe.—T hat the political Union of Great- Britain and 1 
the Colonies may be renewed and eſtabliſned on a firm he 


and laſting Foundation—That all Kinds of God-pro- 
voking Evils in Great- Britain and the Colonies may be 
po | removed, 


191 


removed, and that the true Religion of the all glorious 


Immanuel may univerſally prevail. 
| CARKICYS AmERICAnus. 


Extract from the Bos rox Eqenizg: Pot, 23 * 19, 
| 1768. 


At a Meeting af the Freeholders and as Inhabitants 


of the Town of Baſton, legally qualified and warned 
in public Town Meeting, aſſembled at Faneuil- Hall, 
on Monday the 12th of September, A. D. 1768. 


The FO was opened with Prayer by the Reverend 


Dr. COOPER. 


The Hon. JAMES OTIS, Eſq; was eo — 
choſen Moderator. 


| TE Petition of a conſiderable Number of the reſpec- 
table Inhabitants to the Select-men, dated the 8th 
Inſtant, praying that the Town might be forthwith le- 
gally convened, to enquire of his Excellency the Gover- 
nor the Grounds and Reaſons of ſundry Declarations 
made by him, that three Regiments may be daily ex- 
peCted here, two of them to be quartered in this Town, 
and one at C2/tle William; as alſo to conſider of the moſt 
| viſe, conſtitutional, loyal, and ſalutary Meaſures to be 
adopted on ſuch an Occaſion, was rcad— whereupon the 
following Vote was paſſed. | 


IWhereas it has been reported in this Town Aan that 
his Excellency the Governor has intimated his Apprebenſions 
that one or more Regiments of his Majeſiy's Troops are daily 
to be expected here: © 

VOTED, That the Honourable Thomas Cuſhing, Eſq; 
Mr. Samuel Ms: Richard Dana, Eſq; John Rowe, Eſq; 
Jahn Hancock, Eſq; Benjamin Kent, Eſq; and Dr. Jaſeph 
I/arren, be a Committee to wait upon his Excellency, 
iin Town, humbly requeſting that he would be pleaſed 
to communicate to the T'own the Grounds and Aſſurances 
he may have thereof, - 
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Upon a Motion made and ſeconded, 
VOTE D, That the following Petition be preſented to 
his Excellency the Governor, and a Committee was 
appointed for the Purpoſe, who were directed humbly ta 
requeſt his Excellency to favour the Town with an im- 
mediate Anſwer, | | | 


To his Excellency Franc Bernard, Eſq; Governor and 
Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Province of the 
© Maſſachuſetts Bay in New-England. | 


May it pleaſe your Excel ency, 


HE Inhabitants of the Town of Boſton legally aſ. 

ſembled, taking into Conſideration the critical State 
of the public Affairs, more eſpecially the preſent 'preca- 
rious Situation of our invaluable Rights and Privileges, 
civil and religious, moſt humbly requeſt that your Ex- 
cellency would be pleaſed forthwith to iſſue Precepts for 
a General Aſſembly, to be convened with the utmoſt 
Speed, in order that ſuch Meaſures may be taken as in 
their Wiſdom they may think proper for the Preſervation 
of our ſaid Rights and Privileges, 


And your Petitioners as in Duty bound, Ge. 


Upon a Motion made nd ſeconded, a Committee was 
appointed to take the State of our public Affairs into 
Conſideration, and report at the Adjournment the Mea- 
ſures they apprehend moſt ſalutary to be taken in the 
preſent Emergency, 


Adjourn'd til the next Day 10 & Clock, A. M. 


TUESDAY, the 13th 8 ID 0 "Chick A, M. mit 
_ accordingly. | 


F HE Committee appointed Veſlerdayte to wait upon his 

Excellency with the Petition and Requeſt of the 
Town, reported from his Excellency the following An- 
ſwer in Writing, 


GENTLE- 


1 


GENTLEMEN, | 
ME Apprehen/ions that ſome of his Majeſty's Troops are 
to be expected in Boſton, ariſe from Information of a 
private Nature : [ have recetved no public Letters, notifying 
to me the coming of ſuch Troops, and requiring Duarters for 
| them: Whenever I do, 1 ſhall communicate them to his Ma- 
| jefly's Council. _ 55 | 
The Buſineſs of calling anather Aſſembly for this Year, ts 
mow before the King; and I can do nothing in it, until I re- 


cerve his Majeſty's Commands. 3 
C | FRA. BERNARD. 


The Committee appointed to take the State of our 
public Affairs into Conſideration, reported the following 
Declaration and Reſolves. 1 


XV HEREAs it is the firſt Principle in Civil Society, 
| founded in Nature and Reaſon, That no Law of 
the Society can be binding on any Individual, without 
his Conſent, given by himſelf in Perſon, or by his Re- 
preſentative;. of his own free Election. 
And whereas in and by an Act of the Britiſb Parliament 
paſſed in the firſt Year of the Reign of King Milliam and 
Queen Mary, of glorious and bleſſed Memory, entitled, 
An Act declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Sub- 
ject, and ſettling the Succeſſion of the Crown; the Pre- 
amble of which Act is in theſe Words, viz. << Whereas 
« the late King James the Second, by the Aſſiſtance of 
« divers evil Counſellors, Judges, and Miniſters em- 
« ployed by him, did endeavour to ſubvert and extirpate 
&« the Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws and Liberties 
« of this Kingdom” It is expreſsly among other Things 
declared, That the levying Money for the Uſe of the 
Crown, by Pretence of Prerogative, without Grant of 
Parliament, for a longer Time, or in other Manner than 
the ſame is granted, is illegal: TI | 
And whereas in the third Year of the Reign of the ſame 
King William and Queen Mary, their: Majeſties were 
graciouſly pleaſed, by their Royal Charter, to give and 
grant to the Inhabitants of this his Majeſty's Province, 
all the Territory therein 8 to be holden in _ | 
- + "an 


(12 ] 
and common Soccage: And alſo to ordain and grant to 
the faid Inhabitants certain Rights, Liberties, and Pri- 
vileges therein expreſsly mentioned: Among which it is 
granted, eſtabliſhed, and ordained, That all and every 
the Subjects of them, their Heirs and Succeſſors, which 
ſhall go to inhabit within faid Province and Territory, 
and every of their Children, which ſhall happen to be 
born there, or on the Seas in going thither, or return- 
ing from thence, ſhall have and enjoy all Liberties and 
Immunities of free and natural Subjects, within any of 
the Dominions of them, their Heirs and Succeflors, to 
alt Intents, Purpoſes, and Conſtructions whatever, as 
if they and every of them. were born within the Realm 


| of Zngland- | 


And whereas by the aforeſaid Act of Parliament made 
in the firſt Year of the ſaid King Milliam and Queen 
Mary, All and fingular the Premiſes contained therein, 
are claimed, demanded, and inſiſted on, as the undoubt- - 
ed Rights and Libertics of the Subjects born within the 
Kealm: © *** . 

And whereas the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of 
this Town, the Metropolis of the Province, in ſaid 
Charter mentioned, do hold all the Rights and Liberties 
therein contained, to be ſacred and inviolable: At the 
ſame Time publicly and ſolemnly acknowledging their 
firm and unſhaken Allegiance to their alone rightful So- 
vereign King GEORGE the Third, the lawful Succeſſor 
of the faid King William and Queen Mary to the Britth 
Throne : Therefore, | 5 . 

RESOLFED, That the ſaid Freeholders and other 
Inhabitants of the Town of Beſton, will at the utmoſt 
Peril of their Lives and Fortunes, take all legal and con- 
ſtitutional Meaſures to defend and maintain the Perſon, 
Family, Crown, and Dignity of our ſaid Sovereign Lord 
GEORGE the Third; and all and ſingular the Rights, 
Liberties, Privileges, and Immunities granted in the ſaid 
| Royal Charter; as well thoſe which are declared to be 
belonging to us as Britiſß Subjects by Birthright, as all 

others therein ſpecially mentioned. 5 
And whereas by the ſaid Royal Charter it is ſpecially 

granted to the Great and General Court or Aſſembly 
therein conſtituted, to impoſe and levy 1 

| | 2 


155 1 
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and reaſonable Aſſeſſments, Rates, and Taxes upon the 


Eſtates and Perſons of all and every the Proprietors and 
Inhabitants of the ſaid Province or Territory, for the 


Service of the King, in the neceſſary Defence and Sup- 
port of his Government of the Province, and the Pro- 
tection and Preſervation of his Subjects therein: | 
Therefore, | 8 


VOTED, as the Opinion of this Town, That the 


Jevying Money within this Province for the Uſe and 
Service of the Crown, in other Manner than the ſame 
is granted by the Great and Genera} Court or Afſemblp 
of this Province, is in Violation of the ſaid Royal Char- 
ter; and the ſame is alſo in Violation of the undoubted 


natural Rights of Subjects, declared in the aforeſaid Act 


of Parliament, freely to give and grant their own Money 
for the Service of the Crown, with their own Conſent, 


in Perſon, or by Repreſentatives of their own free 


Election. © : EE 
And whereas in the aforeſaid Act of Parliament it is 


declared, That the raiſing or keeping a ſtanding Army, 


within the Kingdom in Time of Peace, unleſs it be with 
the Conſent of Parliament, is againſt Law: It is the 
Opinion of this Town, that the faid Declaration is 
founded in the indefea/ible Right of the Subjects to be core 
fulted, and to give their free Conſent, in Perſon, or by Re- 
preſentatives of their own free Election, to the raifing 
and keeping a ſtanding Army among them: And the In- 
habitants of this Town, being free Subjects have the ſame 


Right, derived from Nature and confirmed by the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, as well as the ſaid Royal Charter; and 


therefore the raiſing or keeping a ſtanding Army, without 
their Conſent, in Perſon or by Reprefentatives of their 
_ own free Election, would be an Infringement of their 
Natural, Conſtitutional and Charter Rights; and the 
employing ſuch Army for the enforcing of Laws made 
without the Conſent of the People, in Perſon, or by their 
| Repreſentatives, would be a Grievance. | 


The foregoing Report being divers Times diſtin&ly 
read, and conſidered by the Town—The Queſtion was 
put, Mhether the ſame ſhall be accepted and recot ded? and 
paſſed unanimouſly in the Affirmative. | 
Upon 
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[14 ] 
| Upon a Motion made and ſeconded, the following 
Vote was unanimoully paſſed, viz. 


| W HE RE AS by an Act of Parliament of the fi 


of King William and Queen Mary, it is declared; 
That for the Redreſ of all Grievances, and for amend- 
ing, ftrengthening, and preparing the Laws, Parliaments 
ought to be held frequently, and inaſmuch as it is the 
Opinion of this Town, that the People Jabour under 
many intolerable Grievances, which unleſs ſpeedily re- 
dreſſed, threaten the total Deſtruction of our invaluable, 


= natural, conſtitutional and Charter Rights. 


And furthermore, As his Excellency the Governor has 
declared himſelf unable, at the Requeſt of this Town, 
to call a General Court, which is the Aſſembly of the 
States of this Province, for the Redreſs of ſuch Griev- 
ances : 

VOTED, That this Town will now make Choice of 
a ſuitable Number of Perſons to act for them as. a Com- 
mittee in Convention, with ſuch as may be ſent to join 
them from the ſeveral Towns in this Province, in order 
that ſuch Meaſures may be conſulted and adviſed as his 
Majeſty's Service, and the Peace and Safety of his Sub- 
Jects 1 in the Province may require. 


Whereupon, 
The Hon. James Oris, Eſa; 

Hon. THOMAS CusainG, Eſq; 

Mr. SAMUEL Apams, and 

JohN Hancock, Eſq; 
were appointed a Committee for the ſaid Purpoſe; the 
Town hereafter to take into Conſideration what Recom- 
penſe ſhall be made them for the Services they may per- 


form, 


VO TED, That 5 Amen be directed to write to 


the Selectmen of the ſeveral Towns within this Province, 


informing them of the foregoing Vote, and to propoſe 
that a Convention be held, it they thall think proper, at 
Fancuil-Hall, in this Town, on Thurſday the 22d of Wk 
ember inſtant, at Teno Clock Eefore- noon. 


Nes. 8 8 


+ 15 1 
Upon a Motion made and ſeconded, the following 
Vote was paſſed by a very great Majority, dL. 


W HE REAS by an Act of Parliament of the firſt 
of King William and Queen Mary, it is declared, 
That the Subjects being Proteſtants, may have Arms for 
their Defence: It is the Opinion of this Town, that the 
ſaid Declaration is founded in Nature, Reaſon, and ſound 
Policy, and is well adapted for the necellary Defence of 
the Community: 
And foraſmuch, As by a good and wholſome Law of 
this Province, every }1 ited Soldier and other Houfholder 
except Troopers, who by Law are otherwiſe to be pro- 
vided) ſhall be always provided with a well fix d Firelock, 
Muſket, Accoutrements and Ammunition, as is in the 


- - aid Law particularly mentioned, to the Satisfaction of 


the Commiſſion Officers of the Company: And as there 
is at this Time a prevailing Apprehenſion, in the Minds 
of many, of an approaching War with France : In order 
that the Inhabitants of this Town may be prepared in 
Caſe of ſudden Danger: VOTED, That thoſe of the 
| faid Inhabitants, who may at preſent be unprovided, be 
and hereby are requeſted duly to obſerve the ſaid Law at 
this Time. t 

The Hon. Thomas Culbing, Eſq; communicated to the 
Town a Letter lately received from a Committee of Mer- 
chants in the City cf New-York, acquainting him with 
their Agreement relative to a Non- -1mportation of Britfh 

Goods Whereupon the Town by a Vote expreſſed their 
high Satisfaction therein, 

The Town taking into ſerious Conſideration the pre- 
ſent Aſpect of their public Affairs, and being of Opinion 
that it greatly behoves a People profeſſing Godlineſs, to 
addrejs tlie ſupreme Ruler of the World, on all impor- 
tant Occaſions, for that Witdom which is profitable io 
Gi rect : 

LO TED unanimouſly, That the Sele be a Cn 
mittee to wait on the ſeveral Miniſters of the Goſpel 
within this "Town, deſiring that the next Tuęſday may be 
ſet apart as a Day of Faſting and Prayer. | 

Ordered, That the Votes and Proceedings of the Town 
in their preſent e be publiſhed in the ſeveral 


The | 


1 163 
The Town voted thats Thanks to the Moderator for 
His good Services, and the Meeting was diſſolved, 


Aur. | WILLIAM Cooran, Town-Clerk, 


2 { . 


— 2 


The 1 is a Fo of the Crate Latter, written „ by 
the Seleftmen of this Town, and directed to the Seleftmen 
of the ſeveral Towns within this Province ; agreeable to a 
Vate at the Meeting on the 13th In/lant. | 


GENTLEMEN, © - Boſton, September 14, 1768. 
4 OU are already too well acquainted with the melan- 


choly and very alarming Circumſtances to which 
this Province, as well as America in general, is now re- 
duced. Taxes equally detrimental to the commercial In- 
tereſts of the Parent Country and her Colonies, are im- 
poſed upon the People, without their Conſent :— Taxes 
deſigned for the Support of the Civil Government in the 
Colonies, in a Manner clearly unconſtitutional, and 
contrary to that, in which, till of late, Government has 
been ſupported, by the free Gift of the. People in the 
American Aſſemblies or Parliaments; as alſo for the 
Maintenance of a large ſtanding Army; not for the De- 
fence of the newly acquired Territories, but for the old 
Colonies, and in a Time of Peace. The decent, hum- 
ble, and truly loyal Applications and Petitions from the 
Repreſentatives of this Province for the Redreſs of theſe 
heavy and very threatning Grievances, have hitherto 
been ineffectual, being aſſured, from authentic Intelligence, 
that they have not yet reached the Royal Ear : The only 
Effect of tranſmitting theſe Applications: hitherto per- 
ceivable, has been a Mandate from one of his Majeſty's 
Secretaries of State to the Governor of this Province, 
to diſſolve the General Aſſembly, merely becauſe the late 
Houſe of Repreſentatives refuſed to reſcind a Reſolution 
of a former Houſe, which implied nothing more than a 
Right in the American Subjects to unite in humble and 
dutiful Petitions to their gracious Sovereign, when they 
found themſelves aggrieved : This is a Right naturally 
inherent in every Man, and expreſsly recognized at the 
glorious Revojution as the ng rights of an ates 

| his 


0.17] 
This Diſſolution you are ſenſible has taken place; the 
Governor has publicly and repeatedly declared that he 
cannot call another Aſſembly ; ; and the Secretary of State 
for the American Department in one of his Letters com- 
municated to the late Houſe; has been pleaſed to ſay, 
that „ proper Care will be taken for the Support of the 


59 


« Dignity of Government;“ the Meaning of which i is 
too plain to be miſunderſtood. | 
The Concern and Perplexity into which theſe Things 


have thrown the People, have bcen greatly ag gravated, 


by a late Declaration of his Excellency Governor BER- 


NaAkD, that one or more Regiments may ſoon be ex- 
pected in this Province. 


The Deſign of theſe Troops is in every one's Attire: 
henſion nothing ſhort of enforcing by military Power the 


Execution of Acts of Parliament, in the forming of 
which the Colonies have not, and cannot have any con- 
ſtitutional Influence. This is one of the greateſt Diſ- 
treſſes to which a free People can be reduced. 


The Town which we have the Honour to ſerve, have 
taken theſe Things at their late Meeting into their moſt. 


ſerious Conſideration: And as there is in the Minds of 
many a prevailing Apprehenſion of an approaching War 
with France, they have paſſed the ſeveral Votes, which 


| we tranſmit to you; deſiring that they may be immedi- 


ately laid before the Town, whole Frudentials are in 
your Care, at a legal ey, for their candid and 
particular Attention. 

Deprived of the Councils of a General Aſſembly in 
this dark and difficult Seaſon, the loyal Pepple of this 


Province will, we are perſuaded, immediately perceive 


the Propriety and Utility of the propoſed Committee of 
Convention: And the ſound and wholſome Advice that 
may be expected from a Number of Gentlemen, choſen 
by themſelves, and in whom they may repoſe the greateſt 
Confidence, muſt tend to the teal Service of our gra- 
cious Sovereign, and the Welfare of his Subjects in 
this Province; and may happily prevent any ſudden 


and unconnected Meaſures, which in their preſent Anx- 


ty, and even Agony of Mind, — may be in Danger 
of falling into, 
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As it is of Importance that the Convention ſhould 
meet as ſoon as may be, ſo early a Day as the 22d of 
this Inſtant September has been propoſed for that Purpoſe 
-—and it is hoped that the remoteſt Towns will. by that 
Time, or as ſoon after as conveniently may be, return 
their reſpective Committees. | 
Not doubting but that you are equally concerned with 
us and our Fellow- citizens for the Prefervation of our 
invaluable Rights, and for the genera] Happineſs of our 
Country, and. that you are diſpoſed with equal Ardor to 
exert yourſelves in every conliitutional Way for ſo glo- 

rious a Purpoſe. | 


Signed by the Seleftme, | 


| A Hort 


[ 19 ] 


A ſhort View of the Hiſtory of the 
Colony of Maſſachuſetts Bay, &c. 


Coaſt of North America, and ſome ſucceſsful 
Voyages, which had been made thither, in the 
Beginning of the laſt Century, led a Number of 
Gentlemen and Merchants into an Opinion, that 


| they might raiſe to themſelves great Eſtates by 
| ſending People from Eugland to ſettle in that 


Country, and trade with the Natives of it. They 
applied to the Crown, and King Fames in one Pa- 
tent granted the whole North American Continent, 
from the Latitudes 34 to 45, to two Companies 
of ſuch Merchant Adventurers. The ſouthern 
Part to a Sett of Londoners, and the Northern to 
a Sett of Merchants living in the Weſt of England, 


chiefly at Plymouth, and therefore called the Ply- 


| . Com pany, 


The two Companies, in order to make the pro- 


per Advantage of their Grants, engaged la Variety 
| People to go over. The firſt Attempts, eſpe- 
cially thoſe to the Northward, were unſucceſsful ; 
and the Adventurers ſpent large Sums of Money 
in ſending out Settlers, who were ſoon diſcouraged 
and returned Home. 


Da- - In 


HE freſher and more perfect Diſcoveries of the 


o 
EA r — 3 = 
— E by S 0 W FOR - — 2 5 8 
.. ͤ . ˙· ARR Dh =-—, 
8 ... . ³˙.¹1 RI Ras wa 42 a 1 


* 
FIRES 1 r 
1 


* — — 


1 
1 
4 
: 


2 


us A. : 
CT ve 46 had 


ES n 
C ae Ma a tet RS 
— . — 


— OLI 


n 


. N 


> 1 _ l 2 Nn b r * 
* 4 te IANS . "I * * - * "I al? os 4 
——— — — .. nn 
= N. ; = * e 8 . 7.4 LACS ,/ LF FE _ "ON 
hg ; *. 2 5 * 2 1 * OR 
* 1 * vor reeds * e eee * Wir — a 


[20] 
in is Year 1608 a Sett of religious People, 


who called themſelves Browniſts, and who held i it 
unlawful for them to join in Communion with any 


other Church, having been perſecuted in England, 


removed themſelves to Holland, for the peaceable 
Enjoyment of their own Mode of Church Worſhip 
and Government. In a very few Years they found 
that their Children, by entering into the Dazch Sea 
and Land Service, degenerated into the Manners 


of the Country, and would become Dutebmen, 


and that their Church would thereby ſoon be 
brought to an End, | 


To prevent this, which they thought a Matter 


of infinite Importance, they formed a Deſign of 


going to live by themſelves in America. For this 
Purpoſe in the Year 1617 they ſent over two 
Agents to treat with the Lozden Patentees ; offering 
to tranfport themſelves into their Part of that 


Country, and deſiring only, that the Company 


would petition the King to grant them Liberty in 


their Religion under the great Seal. The King's 


Anſwer was, that he would not diſturb them as 
long as they lived peaceably; but that he would 


not tolerate them by his public Authority under 


his Seal. This diſcouraged them: The Agents 
returned to Leyden, and they laid aſide the Deſign 
for that Year. But being more and more alarmed 
with the Danger of ee in Holland, they at 

| leng en 


* 'T 
length reſolved to adventure upon this verbal De- 
claration; and having ſent over their Agents a ſe- 
cond Time, after long Attendance they obtained 
2 Grant of Land under the Seal of the London 
Company, made out to Mr. Jobn Wincob, a — 
tleman ng with the Earl of Lincols, 


Upon the Grant of this Patent they came over 
to England; and ſailed from Southampton in Auguſt 


1620 ; leaving the Patent in the Poſſeſſion of Mr. 


Wincob, who en in England. 


©" their 8 to 3 they were driven to 


| the Northward, and landed near Cape Cod; where, 


finding that they were got into the Limits of the 
| Plhmouth Company, they called the Place they 
ſettled in New Plymouth, in New England. 


Some Mutterings, which had been heard among 


thoſe of an inferior Claſs, that when they ſhould 
get aſhore, one Man would be as good as ano- 
ther, convinced them during their Paſſage, that 
Religion alone would not keep the Peace, without 
the Authority of Government : This led them to 
draw up the following Inſtrument, which every 
Man ſigned before he landed. 


« In the Name of GOD, Amen.—We whoſe 
Names are underwritten, the loyal Subjects of 
* our dread Sovereign Lord King mY by the 

es 3 © Grace | 
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Grace of God of Great- Britain, France, aud bes 
land, King, Defender of the F aith, Sc. Having 


undertaken for the Glory of God and Advance. 
ment of the Chriſtian Faith, and Honour of our 
King and Country, a Voyage to plant the firſt 
Colony in the northern Parts of Virginia, do 
by theſe Preſents, ſolemnly and mutually in the 
Preſence of God and of one another, covenant 
and combine ourſelves together into a civil Body 
politic, for our better ordering and Preſerva- 
tion, and Furtherance of the Ends aforeſaid, 
and by Virtue ' hereof to ena, conſtitute and 
frame ſuch juſt and equal Laws and Ordi- 
nances, Acts, Conſtitutions, and Offices, from 
Time to Time, as ſhall be thought moſt meet 
and convenient for the general Good of the 
Colonies, unto which we promiſe all due Sub- 
jection and Obedience. In Witneſs whereof we 
have hereunto ſubſcribed our Names at Cape 
Cod the 11th of November, in the Year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign Lord King Fames of 
dend, France, and Ireland, the 18th, and of 
Scotland the 54th, Anno Dom. 1620.” 


Signed Joun CARVER, 
and forty others. 


Such was the firſt of all the New England Set- 


tlements ; and ſuch the Foundation upon which 
was built the Colony of New Plymouth. 


No 


"CA. 


No one 1 fappoſe will here find a Plea of Inde. 
pendence 3 or Imagine chat « Sir Edwin Sandys and a 
Company of London Merchants could ſell to theſe 
poor People a Diſmiſſion from the Eugliſb Govern- 
ment: Or that a Grant of their Land, which they 
afterwards purchaſed from the Plymouth Council, 
could render them leſs ſubject to the Authority of 
England, than they would have been without it. 
They themſelves moſt certainly did not think it did, 
elſe they needed not to have e to the King 
for Liberty of Conſcience. 


This 98 of New Plymouth remained a ſepa- 
rate Government till the Revolution. After which, 
by King William's Charter, it was annexed to the 
Province of . Bay, whoſe Origin I now 
relate. 


; Many of the firſt Weſt Country Patentees, after 
having ſpent large Sums of Money in ſending over 


Settlers to no Purpoſe, were diſcouraged by their 
Loſſes, and inclined to quit the Adventure. 
But there were other Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
who were ready to take it up, and upon their Ap- 
plication to the King, they obtained a new Grant 
of all the Country between the Latitudes 40 and 


48, by a Patent bearing Date the 3d of November. 
1620; and made out to them under the Title of 


The Council eſtablilned at Plymouth in the 


66 County i 
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« County of Devon, for the planting, ruling, or. 
„ dering, and governing of New England in Ane. 
* rica, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns.” This was 
afterwards called the Grand Plymouth Patent. 


With theſe ſecond Patentees Mr. White, a Cler- 
gyman of Dorcheſter, having projected a new Set- 
tlement as an Aſylum for ejected Miniſters, entered 
into Treaty. In conſequence of which this PH. 


mouth Council by their Deed indented under their 


common Seal, gave, granted, bargained, and fold 
to Sir Henry Rofwell, and five other Dor/etſhire 
Gentlemen, their Heirs and Aſſigns, and their 


Aſſociates for ever, all that Part of New England 


therein deſcribed, at the Bottom of a certain Bay, 
there commonly called Maſſachuſetts Bay. 


This Grant from the Plymouth Council to Sir 
Henry Rofeoell, &c. is manifeſtly copied from their 
own Patent, which had been granted from the 
Crown. The Plymouth Company grant, bargain, 
ſell, infeoff, alien, and diſpoſe to Sir Henry Roſ- 
well and his five Aſſociates the Tract of Country 


there deſcribed, and all Juriſdictions, Rights, 


Royalties, Liberties, Freedoms, Immunities, Pri- 
vileges, Franchiſes, Pre-eminences, and Commo- 


dities whatſoever, which they themſelves, the ſaid 


Council eſtabliſhed at Plymouth, had or mi ght ex- 
erciſe or enjoy within the ſaid Lands. 


Do 


fey. 


Does the Reader imagine, That an Exemption 


from the Juriſdiction of Parliament was among 


the Privileges and Immunities thus ſold? or that a 
Company of Merchants living at Plymouth, grant- 


i ing a Tract of Land to another Sett of Merchants 
| reſiding .in, Dorſelſbire, could convey to them a 
Power of alienating their Allegiance; or of enabling 
any other Subjects to withdraw their Obedience 


from the Authority of the King, Lords, and Com- 


mons of the Realm! ? 


11 Dorſuſtire Patentees, ſinding that the 


Charge of ſending out and maintaining ſuch a 
Number of Settlers would be too great for them, 


applied to ſeveral Gentlemen of London to take a 
Part in the Adventure. Sir Richard Saltonflall and 


ſeveral others agreed to enter into the Company, 


and engage with them. But upon Condition, that 
their Names alſo ſhould be inſerted in the Patent 
as original Proprietors, and that the King ſhould 


be petitioned to confirm the Agreement. This 


was accordingly done, and a new Draught of the 
tormer Patent, with the Names of theſe new Ad- 
venturers inſerted in it, having been drawn our, 

was confirmed by the King, ud Pen the Scals 
on the 4th of March 1625. | 
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The Patent from the Pyymoulhb Council gave to 

the Patentees a Right to the Soil; but conveyed 
none of the Powers of Government requiſite to 
the Eſtabliſhment of a joint * 


This Rope Patent or Charter, after confirm. 
ing this Sale to the ſix Dorſetfhire Men, and to 
twenty others their Aſſociates, created them 2 
Corporation, appointed for them their firſt Go- 
vernors and Aſſiſtants, and impowered them an- 
nually to. chooſe their Succeſſors _ the firſt 


WF eaneſday i in Eaſter Tom. 


The 8 met Secur, on the 13th of 
May 1628, and choſe a Governor, Deputy Go- 
vernor, and eighteen Aſſiſtants, And at the ſame 
Court agreed, that every one of the Company, 
who ſhould ſe bſcribe 507. ſhould have 200 Acres 
for their firlt Dividend, and proportionably for 
any greater Sum. A Liſt of the Names of the 
Subſcribers, and the Sums ſubſcribed, was tranſ- 
mitted to Mr. Exdico!t, whom they had juſt be- 
fore ſent over as their Governor in the Tlancation. 


Such was the feſt Royal — and ſuch the 
original Company for the ſettling of the Maſſachu- 
ſetts Bay. A Company formed upon a Plan ex- 
atly ſimilar to our preſent Faft-India Company; 
conſiſting of a Number of Gentlemen reſident here 

| b =: * 
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in England, who choſe their own Governor, De- 


| puty Governor, and Aſſiſtants, out of their own 
Body reſident in England; and then ſent out a 


Perſon under their Authority as Governor for 


| them, to order and diſpoſe of the new. Settlement. 
The firſt of theſe was Mr. Endicott, whom they 
R diſpatched away as ſoon as the Charter was exe- 
euted, to take Care of the Colony, and prevent 


the People, who had been ſent before, from re- 


turning home again, which they had heard that 
they were intending. E 


The Writers in the Papers, who advance fo 


many Things without Foundation, and the fac- 


tious Leaders who, to deceive the People in the 


Colonies, talk ſo arrogantly about the original 
Terms of Colonization, would do well to aſk 


themſelves, whether they really think, that Mr. 
Matthew Cradock and Mr. Thomas Geff, and 18 


other Gentlemen living in London, ſent out by Mr. 
John Endicott to the Rev. Mr. Conant, and a Num- 
ber of poor Creatures in America, who were ſtarv- 
ing, and wanting to come home again, a Right 
of Independence on the Parliament of Zzgland, 


Such was the Conſtitution of the Company 
during the firſt Period of their Charter.—For 
three ſucceſſive Elections was the Company formed 


| entirely of Perſons reſident here. — Soon after this 
the Severity of the Laudean Perſecution increaſing, 
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: a * of Gentlemen of Figure and Eſtate, . 


made a Propoſal to the Company to go themſelves 
over, and ſettle in the Country. But as they were 
not inferior in Kank and Fortune to the Governors 
and Aſſiſtants themſelves, they thought that they 
had as good a Right to have the Government of 
the Company i in their own Hands, as to leave i 
in thoſe of the aan in . 

They propoſed e to the Company at 
London to go over with their Families to America; 


but upon Condition that the Patent and Charter 


ſhould remove with them. The Company ap— 
pointed a Committee to conſider of this Propoſal, 


and to take the Opinion of Council, whether ſuch 


a Transfer of the Patent and Charter would be 
legal. The, Council's Opinion, and the Report 


of the Committee, are not recorded. No one, I 


= now can doubt but that it was againſt 


but the Intereſt of the Company was great 
A WE 


From the whole Tenor of their Proceedings, it 


is apparent, that the View of the Company was 


Profit ; the Vicw of the Settlers was Religion. 
The one wanted to make a good Return for the 
Money they had advanced ; the other wanted Li- 
berty of Conſcience, and the quier Enjoyment of 
their own Mode of Worſhip. The Company had 
been ar great Expence, and found that they had 

lirle 


T9]. 

ttle Proſpect of making any Advantage of the 
Plantation in the Way they were in. Whatever 
Doubts might ariſe about the Legality, there could 
be none about the Expediency of engaging ſuch a 
Number of Gentlemen of Intereſt and Fortune in 
the Deſign. After ſettling with them therefore 
the Share of the Stock and Profits, which the 
Members of the Corporation, who remained in 
England. were to be intitled to for the next ſeven 
Years, they became leſs ſcrupulous about the Point 
of Law, and relying upon the Authority of Mr, 

Mhite, a Lawyer, who was one of the Company, 
they agreed to the . | 


In des to carry this Agreement into Execu- 
tion, a general Court was called the 2oth of OZober 
15629, conſiſting of the Governors, the Aſſiſtants, 
| and the Generality : At which, for the more eaſy 
| transferring of the Charter, they choſe a new Go- 
vernor, Deputy Governor, and Court of Aſſiſt- 
ants, conſiſting of ſuch Members as offered them- 
ſelves to go over with it. Theſe new elected Go- 
vernors and Afliſtants accordingly failed from 
Southampton the end of March 1630, and carried 
the Chart ter with them to America. 


Such is the Hiſtory of the firſt Charter, which 
ever arrived in New England; and the only one 
under which the Colony of Maſſachuſetts acted, 
bl at William granted them another after the 
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Revolution. A Charter, which, far from intend- 
ing to cftabliſh any new State independent of this, 
originally meant nothing more than the forming 
a Number of Perſons here in. London into a Cor- 
poration, for the carrying on of a particular Trade 
or Adventure under a* joint Stock. A Charter, 


in the granting of which the Crown fo little meant 


to authorize the Company to form a Body of Re- 
preſentatives, WhO ſhould diſpute the Authority 
of Parliament, that it had not the leaſt Thought 


of giving them any Right of Repreſentation what- 


foever. A Charter, which they themſelves ſo little 


conceived to contain any ſuch Powen, that for 


ſome Years after their firſt Settlement in America, 
they never did chooſe any thing more than a Go- 


vernor, Deputy Governor, and Court of Aſſiſtants. 
Upon the laſt Medneſday in May the whole Com- 


monalty annually met together, and all of them 


formed the general Court for the Election. But 


the Government was intirely in the Governors 


and the Aſſiſtants, when once they were cholen. 


In proceſs of Time the Body of the Commo- 
nalty grew jealous of this Oligarchy, and with 


the Increaſe of their Numbers became unwilling 
to leave the whole Power of the Government in 


the "WR of theſe few. They reſolved therefore 


to add ſome of their own Body to fit with them. 
And as they had now ſpread themſelves over the 


Country, they naturally fell into Cuſtoms, which 
they 85 
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they had been uſed to, and choſe Deputies to re- 


preſent them. Accordingly at the general Court 


held in May 1634, inſtead of the whole Commo- 


nalty or Freemen coming in a Body, to the great 
Surprize of the Governor and Aſſiſtants, there 


appeared twenty-four Deputies ſent by the ſeveral | 
Towns which were then ſettled, | | : 


* 
P 


The Reaſonableneſs of this Proceeding no one 


need diſpute, It may doubtleſs be juſtified upon 
many Accounts; almoſt indeed upon any Grounds, 


except only-thoſe, on which their Deſcendents now 
chuſe to reſt it. The Remoteneſs and increaſing 


Number of the Inhabitants rendered it at firſt Mok | 


cerous, and afterwards impoſſible for them all to 
meet together at Beſton. The Commonalty or Free- 


men therefore very naturally aſſumed to themſelves 


this Power of electing Deputies to repreſent them at 


the general Court, and to take care of their Inte- 


reſts. But they muſt not ſurely plead their origi- 
nal Charter Rights as a Foundation for thoſe Pri- 
vileges they now claim to their Houſe of Repre- 


ſentatives, when that Charter, having been calcu- 


lated for a trading Company here in Lenden, had 
not the moſt diſtant View to any ſuch Purpoſe. 
With a very ill Grace muſt theſe Men now up- 
braid us with their original Terms of Colonization; - 
or ſet up what they call their conſtitutional Rights 


_ againſt the Authority of Parliament, when their 
firſt Charter and their original Conſtitution i in New 
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England 155 nothing of any Houle of Repreſti 


tatives at all. Not to add, that, though a Com- 


pany of Subjects, formed under a Charter in a 
diſtant Country, may innocently enough diſtribute 
among themſelves the Powers given them by that 
Charter, in what Proportions they find moſt con- 
venient, for their own internal Government; yet 
that new Diſtribution cannot add one Grain of 
Power againſt the Parent State more than they had 
before. Becauſe no Agreement between any two 


Parties, can prejudice the Rights of a third, And 


admitting that their chooſing of Repreſentatives 
might at firſt be innocent, yet if they made that 


Choice a Ground of any new Claims, it then be- 
came criminal: : and might be a juk Forfeiture of 


the Charter ſo abuſed. 


But failing the Charter Right we are next re- 
ferred to the Right of Birth, and are told that it 
is the original, inherent, unalicnable Right of 
Engliſbmen to chooſe their own aatives, and 


to be bound by no Laus, but ſuch as are made by 


themſel ves or their Repreſentatives, elected by their 
own free Choice: And that the free Enjoy ment of 
this Right belongs to an Eugliſoman as ſuch, and 
was the Motive and Encouragement, upon which 
their Forefathers originally engaged in all the Ha- 


Zards of their firſt Settlement. 


Such are the Doctrines which thieſe deluded Peo- 


ple are now taught t, to ſerve tlie preſent Occaſion. 


But 


E 


But it happens very unfortunately for the Broachers 
| of theſe new Pretenſions, that their Hiſtory affords 
us the molt poſitive Proof, that this was not the 
| Motive or Condition of their firſt Settlement: 
And the Conduct of their F orefathers contains the 
cleareſt Demonſtration that- their Opinion was, 
| that this Right of Choice was not the unalienable 
| Right of any Man, either as a Man, or an Eng- 
| l;bman: For one of the firſt Determinations of 
their general Court after their Settlement in Ame- 
rica was this, That none ſhould be admitted to 
the Freedom of the Company, or have a Vote at 
their Elections, but 2 ſuch as were Church 
Members. 


They who know the rigid Terms, which in | 
thoſe Days were required as -Qualifitations for 
Church Memberſhip, will eaſily ſee the Force and 
Extent of this Reſtriction, Theſe their pious An- 
ceſtors, whom their factious Deſcendants now boaſt 
of, moſt aſſuredly were not of Opinion that all 
Men were poſſeſſed of this Freedom in Right of 
their Birth, who reſolved that the greater Part of 
the Settlers had it not; and canfined it chiefly, if 
| not ſolely to the Regenerate. Nor could theſe 
| good Men have had the leaſt Suſpicion, that they 
{| deprived one half of their Settlers of any natural 
and unalienable Right, when they determined that 
thoſe of them only, who had given Proof to their 
Miniſters and ruling Elders of their being quali- 

| | „„ fied 
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Hed for Church Memberſhip, ſhould be wi 
to their Freedom, and Wlowed to vote at their 
WleQions, = 


A Tranſaction in the Year 1646; "Ry how | 
Srovgly they were attached to this Principle. 


As Scheme was then laid by a Number of Inha- 
| bitants, Epiſcopalians and others, who were ex- 
cluded from their Freedom and Share in the Go. 
vernment, to petition the General Court; and, if 
they were refuſed, to apply to Parliament in Be- 
half of themſelves and many thouſands more, 
who, as they alledged, were excluded by this Law 

from their civil and religious Ki iguts. They ac- 
cordingly preſented chair Fetiuon to the General 
Court, praying. That civil Liberty and Free- 
“ dom might be forthwith granted to all truly 
« Engliſh; and that all Members of the Church 
* of England or Scotland, not ſcandalous, might 
* be admitted to the Privileges of the Churches 
% of New England: Or, if theſe civil and religi- 


e ous Liberties were refuſed, that they might be 
8 


88 ” 


te and the Impreſſes made on their Goods, and 
Children, and Servants, for the War.” They 
who are now ſo clear in the Doctrine of No Re- 
preſentation, no Taxation, may conclude, that this 
Petition was granted: But ſo far were their Fore- _ 
fathers from thinking in this Manner, that in their 
en 


freed from the heavy Taxes impoſed on them, 35 


Ct 

General Court, this Petition was charged with be. 

ing contemptuous and ſeditious, and the Peti- 

tioners were ſeverally fined in different Sums, and 

required to give Security for their 8 Behaviour. 
Hutch. Hiſt: p. 148. 


Neither this Tranſadtion, nor any thing elſe, 
could convince them of the Truth of an Opinion, 
which their Deſcendants now pretend to be a ſelf- 
evident Propoſition : That no Man is bound to 
obey Laws, or pay Taxes, without his own Con- 
ſent, or that of his Repreſentatives, appointed by 
his own free Choice. Nay, ſo perfectly well ſa- 
| tified were their Anceſtors of the contrary, that 
they continued to make this the Rule of their 
Conduct to the Diſſolution of their Government 
in the Year 1684. The Law itſelf indeed, after 
the Reſtoration, to ſave Appearances, was repeal - 
ed; but it was till theit Rule in Practice, and 
kept up under another Fi orm. 


The Abſurdity of t the Opinion ſelf of. any 
actually inherefit and unalienable Right, and the 
general Confuſion which it would lead to, is 4 
Matter with which I am not now concerned. The 
preſent Subject is Hiſtory, and not Argument; 
and my Intention is only to ſet before the Reader 
nn Account of their original Charter, Conſtitution, 
| and Opinions, which I now go on with. 


4 


Va | The. 
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-F he Spirit of Perſecution and of Emigration 
increaſing during the following Years, great Num- 
bers of Puritans, made uneaſy at Home, fled for 
Shelter to New England. Many of theſe fixed 


their Settlements in other Parts of the Country, 
which were not contained within the Limits of the 


; Mafachuſetts Patent. 


Of theſe ſtraggling and outlying Plantations, 
ſome choſe to annex themſelves to the Maſſachuſetts 


Government, and others choſe to ſet up a ſeparate 
Government of their own. But each of theſe, in 


order to engage the Favour and Protection of their 


Parent Country, entered into the moſt ſolemn 
Engagements of Obedience to the King g, and to 


the Laws of this Realm, | 


ef wer Aſtociations in the South and 
North Part of Piſcataqua, will 8 a ſufficient Idea 
of all the reſt. 


86 


Theſe Townſhips and ſmall . were 


afterwards joined to the Maſſachuſetts : But the 


Nature of their Aſſociation is the more worthy of 
our Attention, becauſe the whole Colony of Con- 
necticut, till the Year 1664, ſtood * no dener 
a Foundation. | 


| Thoſe who ſettled on he Non Side of the 
* Bay of Piſcataqua, aſſociated themſelves un- 


der the — * Engagement. 
(c Whereas 


400 Whereas ſundry Miſchicfs Fay Inconvenien- 
« cies have befallen us, and more and, greater 
« may, in regard of want of civil Government, 
« his gracious Majeſty having ſettled no Order 
« for us to our Knowledge, we whoſe Names are 
= under written, being Inhabitants upon the River 
| « Piſcataqua, Have voluntarily agreed to combine 
| « ourſelves into a Body politic, that we may the 
4 more comfortably enjoy the Benefit of his Ma- 
| « jeſty's Laws, and do hereby actually engage 
| « ourſelves to ſubmit to his Royal Majeſty's Laws, 
400 together with all ſuch Laws as ſhall be con- 
e cluded by a major Part of the F reemen of our 
© « Society, in caſe they be not repugnant to the 
« Laws of England, and adminiſtred in Behalf of 
« his Majeſty. And this we have mutually pro- 
« miſed and engaged to do; and ſo to continue. 
« till his excellent Majeſty, ſhall give other Orders 
« concerning us. In witneſs whereof we have 
te hereunto let our Hands O#ober 22, in the 16th, 
« Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord 
| 4 Charles, by the Grace of God King of Great- 

* Britain, Fi rances” and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, A 4 | 


| Signed by a Tris ,, 
. — l others. 


Thoſe 


138 


Thoſe to the Southward built the Town of 
Exeter, and aſſociated thertiſelves in the Matiter _- 
wing 5 | | 


* Wheteas it a "leaſed the Lord to move 
1 the Heart of our dread Sovereign Charles, &c. 
Hr 1 « to grant Licence and Liberty to ſundry of his 
9 4 Subjects, to plant themſelves in the Weſtern 
* Parts of America: We his loyal Subjects, Mem. 
de bers of the Church of Exeter, ſituate and lying 
«« upon the Kiver Piſcatagua, with other Inhabi- 
<« tants there, conſidering with ourſelves the holy 
„ Will of God and our own Neceſſity, that we 
; % ſhould not live without wholſome Laws and 
; | * civil Government amongſt us, of which we are | 
j « altogether deſtitute, do in the Name of Chrift, 
and in the Sight of God, combine ourſelves to- 
« oether, to erect and ſet up among us ſuch Go- 
 « vernment as ſhall be to our beſt diſcerning, 
FR "Io « agreeable to the Will of God, profeſſing our. 
= | e ſelves ſubject to our Lord King Charles, ac- 
& cording to the Liberty of the Eugliſb Colony of 
« the Maſſachuſetts, and binding ourſelves ſolemn- 
„ ly, by the Grace and Help of Chrift, arid in 
« his Name arid Fear, to ſubmit ourſelves to all 
1 2 ſuch Chriſtian Laws as are eſtabliſhed in the 
| i | | «© Realm of England, to our beſt Knowledge, and 
1 | « toall other ſuch Laws, which ſhall upon good 
it | | « Grounds | 


*. rn JV _ 
— Wr a . © 
n docs a 
N A * 
2 — —— S — 


1 39 7 


« Grounds be made and enacted among us, ac. 


„ ng to God, that we may live quietly and 


« peaceably together in all Godlineſs and Honelty: 
% OZober 24, 1639. 
Signed by JohN WrzeLwrICHT, 
and thirty-ſix others. 


guch was the original Conſtitution, and firſt 


Settlements of theſe Men, who are now diſturbing 


the Manes of their pious Anceſtors, and adjuring 
each other by the Memory of 7heir Sufferings, to 


combine together againſt that Authority, under 
which their Forefathers took their firſt Eſtabliſh- 
ment, Little did thoſe good Men think, that 
their Deſcendants would ever arrive at ſuch a Pitch 
of Impiety, as to call on them to be Witneſſes to 


their ſeditious Town-meetings, their ſetting up 


their Trees of Liberty, and their open Pretenſions 
of Independency on the Pritih Government, to 
which theſe their Forefathers had thus ſolemnly 
plighted their Megiance. 


The Year hea put a full Period to the e Emi. 
gration. In the twenty preceding Years about 
21,200 Perſons had fled from the Oppreſſions of 
the Hierarchy, makirig about 4000 Families. The- 
opening of the Parliament effectually removed this 
Grievance; and the Recovery of religious Liber. 
ty at Home, put an End to the Deſire of ſeeking 
it Abroad, From this Tear all their Accounts 
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agree, that as many People have returned from 


New England hither, as have gone from hence to 
New England. And the whole Increaſe of the 


Colony has ariſen, not from any Acceſſion of 
People from hence, bur from the natural Courſe 
of Population in a plentiful Country, and a lax 
Settlement, where every one eaſily obtained as 


8 much Land as he could employ. Here therefore 


properly ends the Hiſtory of their Colonization, 
and the Merit of their forming a new Settlement, | 


Whatever Privileges therefore can now be 
claimed as original Charter Rights, or Motives of 
their firſt Settlement, or Covenants of Coloniza- 


tion, as they now call them, ought to be pro- 


duced from Grants or Charters prior to this Pe- 
riod, For ſince that no new Settlements were 
made, and all the after Enlargements were only 
Continuations of the old. What theſe Privileges | 
are more than a Right to the Soil, to Corporation 
Government, to Liberty of Conſcience in Ane. 
rica, and a Right to be received as natural-born 
Subjects, when they return to Eng/and, will not 


* be eaſily ſhewn, 


That I may not 8 be thought to omit 
any thing, which may contribute to the Reader's 


| ee it is proper to ſet before him the 
following Reſolution of Council, | 


= 2 A. 


(41) 


Mt the Court at Whitehall, January 19, 1 32 
| S1GILLUM CrescenT, 


1 Privy Seal, Mr. Trevers, 
Earl of Dorſet, | Mr. Vice ch 
Lord Viſcount Falkland, Mr. Secretary Cooke, 
© Lord Biſhop of London, Mr. mn Wingebank. 
5 Lord Cottington, | 


« Whereas his Majeſty hath lately been in- 
formed of great Diſtraction and much Diſorder 
Ut jn the Plantations in the Parts of America called 
„ Net England, which, if they be true, and ſuf- 
« fered to run on, would tend to the Diſhonour 
« of the Kingdom, and utter Ruin of that Plan- 
tation; for Prevention whereof, and for the or- 
| © derly ſettling Government, according to the In- 
+«* tention of thoſe Patents, which have been grant- 


« ed by his Majeſty, and from his late Royal 
„ Father King 7ames ; it hath pleaſed his Majeſty, 


that the Lords and others of his moſt honoured 


« Privy Council, ſhould take the ſame into Con-. 


« ſideration. Their Lordſhips, in the firſt Place, 
thought fit to make a Committee of this Board, 
to take Examination of the Matters informed 


e which Committee having called divers of the 


« principal Adventurers in that Plantation, and 
* heard, thoſe that are Complainants againſt them, 


« moſt or the. Things informed being en and 
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[42 ] © 
reſting to be proved by Parties, that muſt be 
called from that Place, which required a long | 
Expence of Time; and their Lordſhips finding, 
they were upon Diſparch of Men, Vittuals, and 
Merchandize for that Place, all which would 


be at a Stand, if the Adventurers ſhould have 
Diſcouragement, or take Sufpicion that the 


State here had no good Opinion of that Plan- 


tation ; their Lordſhips not laying the Faults 


or Fancies (if any be) of ſome particular Men 
upon the general Government, or principal 
Adventurers, which in due Time is further to 
be enquired into, have thought fit in the mean 
Time to declare, that the Appearances were ſo 
fair, and Hopes ſo great, that the Country 
would prove both beneficial to this Kingdom, 
and profitable to the Particulars, as that the 
Adventurers had Cauſe to go on chearfully with 
their Undertakings, and reſt aſſured, if Things 
were carried, as was pretended, when the Pa. 
tents were granted ; and accordingly, as by the 
Patents it is appointed, his Majeſty would not 
only. maintain the Liberties and Privileges here. 
tofore granted, but ſupply any thing farther 
that might tend to the good Government, 
Proſperity, and Comfort of his — there, 


WILLIAM TRrRUMBALL. 


. | % 


Thi 


[43] 


This Reſolution of Council has often be een re- 


ferted to as another Royal Confirmation of their 
laims. But whatever might have been thought 
abobt a Charter under the Great Seal, it could 


not even in thoſe Days have been imagined, that 


an Order Of Council can be of Force again an 


Act of Parliament. Should it ſtill be ſaid, that 


though not of equal Force with a Charter, yet it 
| was a Proof of the King's good Will to them, 
and an Encouragement to go on with the Settle- 


ment, Doubtleſs it was ſo; and it was a Caution 


to them alſo, that they ſhould ſtrictly adhere to 


E their Charter, from which two Years after they 
nevertheleſs made a capital Departure, by the ſend- 


ing Deputics inſtead of coming themſelves, to 


their General Court. The Conditionality there- 


fore of this Declaration of Council, and the ſtrict 
Limitation of it to their acting according to their 
| Charter, will not allow it, I fear, to add much 
to the Strength of their former Grants. And the 
variable and uncertain Conduct „which Charles the 
Firſt held towards them, haves but little Ground 


f for the Colony to value themſelves upon any of 


his Royal Encouragements. 


This Order of Council refers itſelf to a future : 


| Enquiry ; and the next Year produced another, 
| Expreſſing very different Sentiments, 


G a „ Whereas 


44 ] 


«© Whereas the Board is given to underſtand of 
the frequent Tranſportation of great Numbers 
“ of his Majeſty's Subjects out of this Kingdom 
to the Plantation, of New England, among 
„ whom divers Perſons, known to be ill- affected, 
* diſcontented not only with civil, but eccleſi- 
« aſtical Government here, are obſerved to reſort 
& thither; whereby ſuch Confuſion and Diſtrac- 
e tion is already grown there, eſpecially in Point 
& of Religion, as beſide the Ruin of the ſaid 
« Plantation, cannot but highly tend to the Scan- 
&« dal both of Church and State here: And 
% whereas it was informed in particular, that there 
< are at this preſent divers Ships in the River of 
i Thames ready to {et fail tfither, freighted with | 
% Paſſengers and Proviſions; it is awghe fit and 
T: ordered, that Stay ſhould be forthwith made 
« of the ſaid Ships, until further Order from this 
% Board. And the ſeveral Maſters and Freighters 
of the ſame ſhould attend the Board on Mid. 
«© neſcdlay next in the Afternoon, with a Liſt of 
« the Paſſengers and Proviſions in each Ship. 
« And that Mr. Cradoch, a chief Adventurer in 
« that Plantation, now preſent before the Board, 
e ſhould be required to cauſe the Letters Patent 
& for the ſaid Plantation to dE. brought to this 
- If Board, & 


And 


[4s] 


And FRE as their Hiſtorian Hubbard re- 
lates it, at a * ſecond Hearing upon a Charge 
« brouglit againſt them before the Council, it 


pleaſed God fo to work with the Lords of the 


« Council, and afterwards with the King's Majeſty, 
« that the King ſaid, That he would have ſuch 
« ſeverely puniſhed as ſhould abuſe his Governor 
« and the Plantation, and diſmiſſed them with a 
« favourable Order for their Encouragement ; 
being aſſured from ſome of the Council, that 
« his Majeſty did not intend to impoſe the Cere- 
i« monies of the Church of England upon them; 
« for, that it was conſidered, that it was for the 


Sake of Freedom from thoſe Things that Peo- 


« ple went over thither:“ Yet theſe muſt have 
been good Words of a very ſhort Continuance; 
for ſoon after he enen I very different . 


* 


The very next Year after they had choſen their 
Deputies, a Commiſſion was iſſued to ſeveral of 
the Nobility and great Officers of State, for the 
Regulation of the Colonies. Anda Quo Warranto 
was brought by Sir John Banks the Attorney-Ge- 
neral againſt the Governor, Deputy Governor, 
and Aſſiſtants of the Corporation of Maſſachuſetts, 
and Judgment given, that the Liberties and Fran- 


chiſes ſhould be ſeized into the King's Hand. In 
conſequence of this, an Order was made out by the 


Clerk of the Council for the Surrendry of the 
: Charter: 


[46] 
Charter: And they were commanded to ſend it 
back to England by the next Ship, But the Judg. 
ment not having been entered, this occaſioned a 
Delay: And ſoon after the Riſings in Scotland, 
and the Meeting of the Exgliſo Parliament found 
the King far other r 


The Petition which they preſented upon that 
Occaſion ſpeaks a Language very different from 
that of their ROI. | 


| Copy of the General Court 5 Addreſs, the 61h if 88 


September, 1638. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſi- 
| oners for foreign Plantations. 


The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the 
Maſſachuſetts in New England, of the General 
Court there aſſemhled the 6th Day of September, 

in the 14th Year of the Reign of our Sovereign 
Lord King Charles, | 


heres it hath eaſed your LLordſhips, by 
** Order of the 4th of April laſt, to require our 
Patent to be ſent unto u, we do hereby hum- 
« bly and ſincerely profeſs, that we are ready to 
yield all due Obedience to our Sovereign Lord 
« the King's Majeſty, and to your Lordſhips un- 
der him, and in this Mind we left our native 
& Country, 


* 


cc 


This is that which his Majeſty's Subjects here 


(47 ] 
Country, and according thereunto hath been 
our Practice ever ſince; fo as we are much 


grieved, that your Lordſhips ſnould call in our 
Patent, there being no Cauſe known to us, nor 


any Delinquency or Fault of ours expreſſed in 
tne Order ſent to us for that Purpoſe, our Go- 


vernment being according to his Majeſty's Grants, 
and we not anſwerable for any Defects 1 in our 


Plantations, Sc. 


do believe and profeſs, and thereupon we are all 
humble Suitors to your Lordſhips, that you 
will be pleaſed to take into further Conſidera- 
tion our Condition, and to afford us the Liberty 
of Subjects, that we may know what is laid to 


our Charge; and have Leave and Time to an- 


ſwer for ourſelves, before we be condemned as 


a People unworthy of his Majeſty's Favour or 


Protection; as for the 2uo I/arranto mention- 


ed in the ſame Order, we 9⁰ aſſure your Lord- 
ſnips we were never called to anſwer to it, and 
if we had, we doubt not but we have a ſuffi- 


cient Plea to pur in. 


25 Ir is not unknown to your Lordſhips, that 


we came into theſe remote Parts with his Ma- 


« jelty's Licence and Encouragement, under his 


co 


aL 


great Seal of England, and in the Confidence 


we had of that Aſſurance we have tranſported 


r 
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our Families and Eſtates, and here we have 
built and planted, to the great Enlargement 


and ſecurisg of his Majeſty's Dominions in theſe 
Parts, fo as if our Patent ſhould now be taken 
from us, we ſhall be looked on as Renegadoes 
and outlawed, and ſhall be enforced, either tg 
remove to ſome other Place, or to return into 


our native Country again; either of which will 


put us to inſupportable Extremities, and theſe 
Evils (among others) will neceſſarily follow: 


(r.) Many thouſand Souls will be expoſed to 


Ruin, being laid open to the Injuries of all 


Men. (2.) If we be forced to deſert this Place, 


the reſt of the Plantations (being too weak to 


ſubſiſt alone) will, for the moſt Part, diſſolye 


and go with us, and then will this whole Coun- 
try fall into the Hands of the French or Dutch, 


who would ſpeedily embrace ſuch an Opportu- 


nity. (3.) If we ſhould loſe all our Labour 
and Coſts, and be deprived of thoſe Liberties, 
which his Majeſty hath granted us, and nothing 
laid to our Charge, nor any Failing to be found 
in us in Point of Allegiance (which all our Coun- 
trymen do take Notice of, and will juſtify our 
Faithfulneſs in this Behalf) ic will diſcourage 
all Men hereafter from the like Undertakings, 
upon Confidence of his Majeſty's Royal Grant. 
Laſtly, if our Patent be taken from us, (where 
by we ſuppoſe we may elaim Intereſt in his 
Majeſty” s Favour and Protection) the common 
| $8 « People 


11 

1 People here will conceive that his Majeſty hath 
| « caſt them off, and that, hereby, they are freed 
| « from their Allegiance and Subjection, and, 


| « thereupon, will be ready to cenfederate them 


| « ſelves under a new Government, for their ne- 


« ceflary Safety and Subſiſtence, which will be 


| « of dangerous Example to other Plantations, 
« and perilous ro ourſelves of incurring his Ma- 


« jeſty's on vs, which we would by _ 


«© Means avoid. 


«© Upon theſe Conſiderations we are = 1 


« renew our humble Supplications to your Lord- 


« ſhips, that we may be ſuffered to live here in 
this Wilderneſs; and that this poor Plantation, 
s which hath found more Favour from God than 


| © many others, may not find leſs Favour from 


« your Lordſhips ; that our Liberties ſhould be 


* reſtrained, when others are enlarged ; that the 
« Door ſhould be kept ſhut unto us, while it 


| e ſtands open to all other Plantations; that Men 
% of Ability ſhould be debarred from us, while 


they have Encouragement to other Colonies: 


1. We dare not queſtion your Lordſhips Pro- 


* ceedings; we only deſire to open our Griefs 
| © where the Remedy is to be expected: If in any 
© thing we have offended his Majeſty and your 


<« Lordſhips, we humbly proſtrace ourſelves at 
« the Footſtool of ſupreme Authority; let us be 
- made the Object of his Majeſty's Clemency, 


T | « and 
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e ind: not cut off, in our firſt Appeal, from all 

% Hope of Favour. Thus, with our earneſt 

« Prayers to the King of Kings for long Life and 

« Proſperity to his Sacred Majeſty and his Royal 

& Family, and for all Honour and Welfare to 
„ your Lordſhips, we humbly take Leave.” 


Far be it from me to juſtify theſe Severiiies 
uſed towards them, or the Quo Warrantos iifued 
| againſt their Charter by both the Charles's ; but it 
is impoſſible to avoid remarking the Preſumption 
of their Writers, who boaſt of Favours received 
under the Stuarts, and ſet them in Oppoſition to 
the mild Rule of Laws under his Majelty. 


The Parliament in the Year 1642 took their 
Part, and paſſed an Order in their Favour. But 
the Style of it ſhews, that how well ſoever they 
might be affected towards them, the Houſe of 
Commons well knew their own Authority. This 
Order runs thus: 


Veneris, 10 March 1042, 

«© Whereas the Plantations in New England 

15 have, by the Bleſſing of the Almighty, had 
* good and proſperous Succeſs, without any pub- 
e lic Charge to this State, and are now likely to 
«© prove very happy for the Propagation of the 
*© Goſpel in thoſe Parts, and very beneficial and 
* commodious to this Kingdom and Nation. 
«© The Commons now afſembled in Parliament 
| do, 
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10 do, for the better Advancement of thoſe Plan- 


« ſon or Perſons whatſoever, Merchants or others, 
« ſhall be exported out of this Kingdom of Eng- 
« land into New England to be ſpent, uſed, or 
employed there, or being of the Growth of 
* that Country, ſhall be from thence imported 
* hither, or ſhall be laden or put on board any 
« Ship or Veſſel for Neceſſaries in paſſing to and 


« fro, and all and every the Owner or Owners 
thereof, ſhall be free and diſcharged of and 


from paying and yielding any Cuſtom, Sub- 
« ſidy, Taxation, or other Duty for the ſame, 


© either inward or outward, either in this King- 


« dom or New England, or in any Port, Haven, 
« Creek, or other Place whatſoever, until the 
« Houſe of Commons ſhall take further Order therein 
« to the contrary, And all and ſingular Cuſtomers, 
« Farmers, and Collectors of Cuſtoms, Subſidies, 
and Impoſts, and other Officers, Miniſters, 
e and Subjects whatſoever, are hereby required 


&« and injoined, that they and every of them, 


e upon the ſhewing forth unto them this Order, 
or a true Copy thereof, under the Hand of the 


Clerk of the Houſe of Commons, without any 


* other Writ or Warrant whatſoever, do make 


« full, whole and entire, and.due Allowance and 


6 Clear Diſcharge unto the ſaid Owners of the 
H 2 « ſaid 


« tations, and the Encouragement of the Plan- 
« ters to proceed in their Undertaking, ordain 
that all merchandizing Goods, that by any Per- 
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* ſaid Goods and Merchandize, their Factors, 
„ Servaats, and Agents, according to the Tenor 
and true Meaning of this Order.“ 

: H. Eis ing, Cler. Parl. D. Com.” 


The firſt Yi, who ſeems to hve had a juſt 
Notion of the Nature and Uſe of Colonies, was 
Cromwell. In their Infancy they had ſcarcely been 
an Object of Legiſlation. And till his Time 
they had been ſuffered to trade as they could, and 
whereſoever they pleaſed. But he paſſed an Ordi- 
nance of Parliament, prohibiting the Plantations 
from receiving or exporting any European Com- 
modities, except in Engliſb built Ships, navigated 
by Engliſhmen ;, and forbidding all Correſpondence 
with any Nation or Colony not ſubje& to England; 
and allowing no Alien to ſet up a Factory, or to 
carry on Trade in the Plantations. And this 
Idea was afterwards improved and enlarged in 8 
ſeveral Acts of N 6 under Charles II. 


| | Boon after the Ren aten the Colony again re- 
ceived Notice of Complaints, with an Order for 
the King to ſend over proper Perſons to make An- 
ſwer to them. The general Court being called, 
appointed two Agents, and ſent them with a: 
Addreſs of Congratulation on his Majeſty's Ac- 
ceſſion. This Addreſs, as Mr. Neal relates it, af- 
ter Expreſſions of their Loyalty, goes on to im- 


. plore | his Majeſty's Protection of them in the free 


Exer- | 


+16: 


| Exerciſe of their Religion. We ſupplicate your 
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Majeſty (ſay they, in a Stile very different from 


their modern Compoſitions) for your gracious . 


Protection of us in the Continuance both of our 
civil and religious Liberties, according to the 


Grantees known End of ſuing for the Patent 


conferred upon this Plantation by your Royal 
Father. Our Liberty to walk in the Way of 
the Goſpel, with all good Conſcience, accord- 
ing to the Order of the Goſpel, was the Cauſe 
of our tranſporting ourſelves with our Wives, 


our little ones, and our Subſtance, from that 


pleaſant Land, over the Atlantic Ocean into the 
vaſt Wilderneſs, chooſing rather the pure Scrip- 


ture Worſhip with a good Conſcience-in this 
remote Wilderneſs, than the Pleaſures of Eng- 
« land, with Submiſſion to the Impoſitions of the 
then ſo diſpoſed, and fo far prevailing Hierarchy, | 


which we could not do without an evil Con- 
ſcience. We are not ſeditious, as to the Intereſt 
of Ceſar, nor ſchiſmatical, as to Matters of 
Religion. We diſtinguiſh between Churches 
and their Impurities.—We could not live with- 


out the public Worſhip of God, nor be per- 


mitted the public Worſhip, without ſuch a 
Yoke of Subſcription and Conformity, as we 


could not conſent unto without Sin. That we 


might therefore enjoy Divine Worſhip without 

human Mixtures, without Offence to God, 

* Man, and our own Conſciences, We with Leave, 
« but 
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te but not without Tears, departed from our Country, 
* * Kindred, and Fathers Houſes into this Patmos.“ 
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Near, Vol. I. p. 359, 


The Agents returned wick the King's Anſwer 


under various Heads: And in one Part of it, af. 
ter accepting the Profeſſions of their Loyalty, the 
King expreſsly declares: We will preſerve, and 


« do hereby confirm the Patent and Charter here. 
c tofore granted unto them by our Royal Father 
ce of bleſſed Memory; and they ſhall fully enjoy 
< all the Privileges and Liberties granted to them 
„ in and by the ſame; and we will be ready to 


renew the ſame Charter to them under our great 
„ Seal of England, when they ſhall de. 
<< ſire . 


en boatto 
as a Royal Confirmation of their Charter; and 


ſuch it doubtleſs is. But they ſay nothing of the other 
Parts of the Letter, requiring among many other 
Things a Reviſion of all their Laws, and a Repeal 


of every Thing derogatory to the King's Autho- 


Tity ; the Allowance of the Uſe of the Common 


Prayer; and'the Permiſſion of Perſons of all Per- 
ſuaſions to vote at their Elections. 


Some of theſe royal Requiſitions they evaded, 


and others they never complied with, and thereby 
loſt the Benefit of this Grace, and incurred the 


TOY: $ 


1 


King s Diſ pleaſure, under which they ſuffered during 
the whole Courſe of this Reign. 


"In conſequence of this Diſobedience, the King 
in the Year 1664 iſſued a ſpecial Comnuſſion under 

hc great Seal, impowering Colonel! 1:chols and 
three otiter Perſons there named to go over, and 
enquire into the State of the Colony; “and to hear 
| «and determine all Complaints 2nd Appeals in all 
| «Cauſes and Matters, military, criminal, and civil, 
| « according to their good and ſound Diſcretion, and 


«to os eons as they have or ſhall FeCELVE.. 


tu the Return and Report of theſe Com- 


miſſioners, a Variety of Suits and Complaints were 
inſtituted againſt them, till at length they ended 


| in the Condemnation of their Charter, and the total 
Diſſolution of their Government in the Year as : 


King Charles the Second lived to finiſh the Dit. 


ſolution of the Government under the old Charter, | 


| and King James ſucceeded to the Exerciſe of his 


| Deſpotiſm over the Province to his full Extent. 


Sir Edmund Andros was ſent to be their Governor; 


who ſuffered them to elect no Aſſembly or Coun- 


cil, and to have no other Government than what 


conſiſted with his arbitrary Will. He himſelf 


made Laws, raiſed Troops, levied Taxes, and 
directed all Things, with the Aſſiſtance only of a 
Council of his own C reatures, whom he made the 


Inſtru- 
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 Inftruments of his er, and the Harpies of 


his Avarice. 


To carisfy both theſe, and bring the Province 


into a State of abſolute Subjection, the People 


were told, that their Charter being diſſolved, their 


Titles to their Lands were forfeited with it, or in 
the brutal Phraſe of the Time, That the Calf died 


1n the Cow's Belly. Under this Pretence all Per. 


ſons were called upon to take out new Patents for 
their Lands, ſubject to ſuch Fines as ſhould be 
impoſed ; and Writs of Intrufion were brought 
againſt thoſe who refuſed, to diſpoſſeſs them of 
cheir Eſtates. 


Beſides this general Exception to all Titles, that 


they were derived from a Grantor, which, now 
the Charter was gone, had no Title: The Caſe of 


Towns was yet worſe; for they were declared to 


be not capable of taking any Eſtates. 


The Town of Iofevich e againſt the 
paying Taxes, levied by the Governor's ſole Autho- 
rity without the Conſent of an Aſſembly, or of Par- 
| lament. And the Selectmen voted, That inaſ- 


* much as it is againft the Privileges of Engl 


„ Suhjects to have Money raiſed, without their 


% own Conſent in an Aſſembly, or Parliament; 


&« therefore they will petition the King for Li- 
5 my of an * before they make w 


« Rates,” 
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it Rates.“ For this two of them were impriſoned, 
and the reſt were. - ined 20, and 30, and 50 J. a 


Man. 


. he Proceedings of the Town of Campridge, in 


which was their College, and which therefore may 
be ſuppoſed to have known their Conſtitution, 
ſhews the abject State of Deſpondency, to which 
they were reduced. The more to move Compaſ- 
ſion, they ſet their two oldeſt Inhabitants at their 
Heads and 5 IS in the alen Manner: 15 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The Petition and Added of Ibn Cibſan, aged 


about 87, and George Mille, aged 86 Years, 
as alſo on Behalf of their Neighbours, the In- 


| habitants of e- in New N in moſt 


humble wiſe ſheweth, 


8 That your Majeſty's good Subjects, with 8 
« much hard Labour and great Diſburſements, 


« have ſubdued a Wilderneſs, built our Houſes, 


l and planted Orchards ; being encouraged by 
our indubitable Right to the Soil, by the Royal 


« Charter granted under the firlt Planters, toge- 


ther with our firſt Purchaſe of the Natives; as 


| * alſo by ſundry Letters and Declarations. ſent to 


the late Governor and Company from his 1 
1 , your Roy al Brother, aNuring Us of 


T- 6 the 


40 


cc 


= 


. 


cc 
* * 


cc 


ce 


tc 
E 
cc 
40 


cc 


"27 


; cc 


c 


* 


cc 


cc 
40 


'CC 


"7 4 


ce 


cc 


(e 


«6c 


* 


bo 


L893 
the full Enjoyment of our Properties and Pof. 
ſeſſions, as is more eſpecially contained in the 
Declaration ſent, when the Quo Warranto was 
iſſued out againſt our Charter. But we are ne. 
ceſſitated to make this our Moan and Com. 
plaint to your Excellent Majeſty ; for that our 


Title is now queſtioned to our Lands, by us 
quietly poſſeſſed for near ſixty Years, and with. 


out which we cannot ſubſiſt. Our humble Ad. 
dreſs to our Governor, Sir Edmund Andros 
ſhewing our juſt Title, long and peaceable Poſ- 


ſeſſion, together with our Claim of the Benefit 


of your Majeſty's Letters and Declarations, af. 


ſuring all your good Subjects that they ſhall nt 


be molelied in their Properties and Poſſeſſions, 
not availing. 


& Royal . We are a poor People, and have 
no Way to procure Money to defend our Cauſ 
in the Law, nor know we of Friends at Court; 
and therefore unto your Royal Majeſty, as the 
Public Father of all your Subjects, do we make 
this our Humble Addrets for Relief, beſeeching 
your Majeſty graciouſly to pals your Royal Act 
for the Confirmation of your Majeſty's Subjects 
here in our Poſſeſſions, to Us derived from 
our late Governor and Company of this your 
Majeſty's Colony. We now humbly caſt our- 
ſelves and the diſtreſſed Condition of our Wives 


and Children at your Majeſty” s Feet, and con- 
ras clude 


LS. | 
« clude with that Saying of Queen Eſther. i coe 


6 * We periſo.” 7 


Such was the wall Rule of James II. and 


| this is the Reign, to which the Faction of Boſton 
have compared his Majeſty's. With this ſingular 
| Difference, that whereas their Anceſtors threw 


themſelves at the F cet of King James, they trai- 
torouſly exhort their People to Arms againſt Acts 
of Parliament paſſed by his Majeſty. 


UPON a Review of this Hiſtory, which is 
all extracted from Neal and Ilulchinſon, the Reader 


| vill be at a Loſs to think what can be the Foun- 
dation of thyie extenſive Claims, which theſe 


"in wave of late been making: Nor will he ea- 

.y conceive from what Fart of their Conſtitution 
they derive the leaſt Pretence of Exemption from 
the Juriſdiction of Parliament. And yet if there 
be any ſuch Exemption, it muſt certainly be found 
in ſome of their Patents or Charters antecedent to 
the Revolution. Tinder the prerogative Reigns of 


a Huart or a Tudsr, Grants of this Sort might pol- 


ſibly have paſſed : But from that happy ra of 


| our Liberties, the Power of the Crown has been 


too clearly aſcertained, and the Authority of Par- 
lament too firmly eſtabliſhed, to admit of any 
Competition ee them, 


14: I have 
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] have hitherto ſaid nothing, therefore, of the 
Charter of King William; becauſe, though that 
is the only Charter which the Province of Maſe. 


chilſetis now has, and is by far the moſt advan- 


tageous Charter for the People there, which they 
ever had; yet they themielves muſt know, that 
- that can be no Foundation for their Claim. 


King I illiam could not grant ſuch a Charter of 
Independence, King William never would have 
done it, King William never did do it. | 


This great Reſtorer of the Liberties of Parlia- 
ment too well knew his own Powers, to warrant 
the leaſt Suppoſition of this Kind. Could a par- 
liamentary King aſſume to himſelf a Power ſupe- 
rior to the Es which made him? Could King 
William, who derived the Authority, which he pol- 
ſeſſed over all the Eugliſʒ Dominions, only from 
Parliament, derive from thence a Power of making 
the Subjects of any Part of thoſe Dominions in- 
| dependent on Parliament ! ? 


If the Crown have a Power to grant to the 
Su hjects of any one Part of the Britiſh Empire, 
an Exemption from the Authority of Parlia- | 
ment, it may by the ſame Power exempt 
any other Part, and conſequently. may take all 
tae Parts. from out of its Juriſdiction. The 


very 


very Perfection of Tyranny and Diſpotiſm. 


Could King Villiam ever have thought of ſuch a 
Thing, which he moſt certainly did not; yet 


what Chancellor could have been found hardy 
enough to have ſet the Seal to ſuch a Charter. 
That Miniſter's Head would fit very looſely upon 


his Shoulders, who at any Time ſince the'Revo- 
lution ſhould adviſe the Crown to an Attempt to 


render a ſingle Subject independent of Parliament; 
and much more who ſhould dare to draw a Char- 
| ter, which would take away whole Provinces from 
its Juriſdiction, | | 


The great and principal Ground of King James's 


| Forfeiture and Expulſion, was his Attempring to 
| ſuſpend the Laws of Parliament, with reſpect to 
| the Papiſts, who were a ſmall Part only of his 
| Subjecis ; is it poſſible then to ſuppoſe, that Sir 
| John Somers, Sir George Treby, and the greateſt 
| Lawyers of the Age immediately after the Revo- 
lution, could have preſumed to draw up and paſs 
a Patent under the grear Seal, which ſhould not 
merely ſuſpend for a Time, but abſolutely Aboliſh 


for ever, the Power of Acts of Parliament over a 


great Part of Engl. 75 Empire. 


If we look into the Hiſtory of the Paſſing of 
this Charter, every Part of it ſhews, that no- 
thing could be farther from the Thoughts of the 
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King and Council, than the granting of any ſuch 


Fxemption. And the Account of theſe Tranf. 
actions will fully illuſtrate every Thing which has 


been ſaid, both of the former Charter and of this. 


Upon the Acceſſion of King William, the People 
at Bojlon ſeized upon their Gov and called 1 
Convent.on. Tais Aſſembly added two m. A. 
gents to the two, which were before in E- and 
lent them over with Inſtructions * Olicit the 
« Confirmation of their antient Cu ter, and all 
its Riglits and Priviicuesz and, if there ſhould 
« be Opportunity, to endeavour the obtaining 
% fuch farther 3 as might be of De 


« to the Colony.” 


The Houſe of Commons had reſolved. that the 
ſeiſing of the Charters of the Corporations and 
Colonies in King Charles's Time was Illegal: And 


2 Bill had been brought in for the Renewal of 
them, though it did not paſs, The Agents there 
forte hoped, that Lev mig ht be allowed to reaſ- 


ſume their Charter. The Colony of Connecticut, 
having never ſtood a Trial, but only paſſively 
ſubmitted, in the Year 1684, and having had no 
Jadgment entered againſt their Charter, nor any 
Surrendry thereof upon Record, actually did re- 
aſſume theirs. But the Caſe of Maſſachuſetts was 
different, they having ſtood Tryal, and having 
had Judgment entered againſt them, Tie ſame 

great 


( 63 ] 
great Lawyers, therefore, Ward, Somers, and Treby, 


| who found that Connecticut might reſume their 
former Charter, determined that Ken 


could not. . 1 


The King reſolved therefore to grant them a 
new Charter; and to reſerve to himſelf the naming 
of a Governor and ſome other Officers; and di- 


| rected the Attorney and Solicitor General to draw 


one. The firſt Draught was thought too look, 


and was rejected. A ſecond being drawn more 


agreeably to the King's Inſtructions, was ſhewn 


tothe Agents, with a Liberty given them to offec 
any Objections. But upon Mr. Mather's ſaying 


that he would ſooner part with his Life than con- 


ſent to it, they were told, that the Conſent of the 


Agents was not deſired: That the Agents from 
| New England were not Plenipotentiaries from a 
| Sovereign State : And that, if they declared they 


would not ſubmit to the King's Pleaſure, his Ma- 


jeſty would ſettle the Country, and they might 
take what would follow. 


Two of the Agents ſtill inſiſted on their old 
Charter, to which the Province at that Time was 
ſtrongly Attached, tho' with very little Reaſon. 
For the State of their Caſe having been referred 
to Council, the Opinion given upon it was as 
follows. es = 


&« That 


1 64 1 | 
cc That a bare Reſtitution of the Charters, and 


T « eſpecially of the Maſſachuſetts, would be of no 
Service at all; as appears both from the Char. 
< ters itſelf and from the Practice of that Colony, 
& who have hardly purſued the Terms thereof in 
% any one Inſtance.” As to the Charter itſelf, that 
60 * | if they ſhould f would want, 


r fembly 1 for 


* there many thouſand Freemen have an equal 
* Right to ſet 1 in the Aſſembly. 


II. A Power to lay Taxes and raiſe 3 


e eſpecially on Inhabitants not Freemen, and 
„ Strangers coming to trade there. 


III. © They have no Admiralty. . 


IV. « They have no Power to keep a Prero- 
« 2 Court, to prove Wills, &c. 


8 Nor to erect Courts of Judicature, eſpe- 


21 cially Chancery Courts.“ 


The Reader eaſily ſees, that the Charter having 
been originally given to a Company reſident in 


England, all theſe Things were then red for 
here in the King's Courts. 


| The other two Agents, Mr. Mather and Sir 
IWilliam Afhurſt, drew up their Objections againſt 


[. 65 ] 


the Minutes; which were preſented to the Attor- 


ney-General, and Jaid before the Council ; and 4 
Copy ſent to the King in Flanders: who diſapprov- 


ed of the Objections, and ordered the Charter to 


A 


be drawn up according, to the Minutes. It was 
ſtill urged on the Part of the Province, that they 


thought it would be a ſingularly hard Caſe, that 
the Effects of the late Ty ranny ſhould be felt by 


them alone, of all. their Majeſty's Subjects: all 


the other Charters having by one Means or other 


been reſtored. But to his it was anſwered, Thar 


there was this Difference between the Caſe of the 


Maſſachuſetts, and moſt of the other Charters. In 


general, there was no Room for legal Exception to 
| the Powers exerciſed by the Corporations ; but. 
the Maſſachuſetts Charter, not being intended when 


it was granted for ſuch Government, as is neceſ- 
ſary to be exerciſed in a Colony remote from its 
Mother Country, a Reverſion of the former Judg- 
ment would have been of no Service: * And Sir 
George Treby declared to Mr. Mather, Sir John 


gamers, and the two Lords Chief Juſtices being 


preſent, and aſſenting to it, that * if the Jude: 


| ment againſt the Chatter ſhould be reverſed, and 
„ the Government ſhould exerciſe thoſe Powers, 


* which, before the Pro Warrant, they had done, 


a new Writ would iſſue out againſt them in 


&« Meſtminſter- hall, and there would be a Judg- 
* ment againſt them, and ſuch an one as there 


« would be no Room for a Writ of Error.” By 


5 0 
» Hutchinſon, Page 414. | 
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the old Chats it was ſaid, they had Power to 


impriſon or inflict Puniſhment in criminal Caſes, 


according to the Courſe of Corporations i in Eng- 
land, but that, unleſs capital Caſes be expreſsly 


mentioned, the Power would not reach then. 


That no Power was given to erect Judicatories, or 
Courts for Probate of Wills; or with Admiralty 


Juriſdiction; nor had they any Power to conſti- 


tute a Houſe of Deputies or Repreſentatives, nor 


to impoſe Taxes on the Inhabitants; nor to incor- 


porate Towns, Colleges, Schools, Sc. which 


Powers and Privileges had been notwithſtanding 


uſurped. 


Can the Reader aſk for higher Authority, to 
prove the extreme Defectiveneſs of this ancient 
Charter ? Is it to be ſuppoſed that a Charter 
which fails in ſo many Points, which are abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to conſtitute any Government at all ; 
ſhould be intended in this ſingle Inſtance to con- 
vey a greater Privilege, than was ever beforc 
given to a Subject: the Right of being exempted 
from the Juriſdiction of Parliament? That a 
Charter, which was ſo very ſhort ſighted, as not 


to provide a proper Power to raiſe Taxes for the 


Support of their own Provincial Government ; 
ſhould yet have looked ſo very far forward, as to 
provide that they ſhall not be taxed by Parlia- 
ment, for the general Service of the whole Em- 


pire. And yet this is the Charter, which their 


factious 


5 T 67-] 
factious Leaders have been ſpreading before them | 
in every Attack upon the Britiſh Legiſlature. May 
J not ſay too, that this is the Charter, which has 
benumb'd the Powers of the Legiſlature for three 
Seſſions er, 2 as if they my were afraid to 
look 5 | 


If we ok into King William's Charter itſelf, 
we ſhall fee that there is not a ſingle Expreſſion, 


which can warrant the Suppoſition of any ſuch 


excluſive Right. 


The Charter gives them the Power of laying: 
{ Taxes upon themſelves, for the Support and De- 
| fence of the Government there, without which no 


| Government could ſubſiſt : And doubtleſs it never 


could have been thought reaſonable, that this 
Country ſhould charge itſelf with the Expence of 
maintaining their civil Eſtabliſhment. But for 
the Taxes neceſſary for the Support and Well- 


being of the whole Empire, the Right of raiſing 


theſe, and of aſſigning to each of the ſeveral Parts 
of it their reſpective Proportions, this is a Right 
which ever was, and ever muſt be inherent 1n that 


ſupreme Authority, which pervades and ſuperin- 
tends the Whole; nor is there a ſingle Word i in 


the Charter which e it. 
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The Charter is too long to be inſerted; the 
Reader will find it at the End of Neal's Hiſtory 


and 1 in many N Places. 


[ here give him, the Clauſes, to enable the Ge- 
neral Court to make Laws, to name Offices, and 
to levy Taxes; which 1 is the whole of i It, that re- 

| lates to the preſent Subject. | 


.2 


on 


hy And we do Ruder, for us, our Heirs and 
Succeſſors, give and grant to the ſaid Gover- 
ee nor, and the. Great and General Court or Af. 
« ſembly of our ſaid Province or Territory, for 
„ the Time being, full Power and Authority, 
from Time to Time, to make, ordain, and 
& eftabliſh all Manner of wholſome and reaſon- 
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i ! « able Orders, Laws, Statutes, and Ordinance, 


« Directions and Inſtructions, either with Penal- 
ce ties or without (fo as the ſame be not repug- 
&« nant or contrary to the Laws of this our Realm 
©« of Eng gland) as they ſhall judge to be for the 
6 Good and Welfare of our ſaid Province or Ter- 
& ritory, and for the Government and ordering 
« thereof, and of the People inhabiting, or who 
tal inhabit the ſame; and for the neceſſaty 
e Support and Defence of the Government there. 
„of. And we do for us, our Heirs and Suc- 
„ ceſſors, give and grant, that the ſaid General 
a Court or OY ſhall have full Power and 
« Authority 
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Authority, to name and ſettle annually all civil 


Officers within the ſaid Province, ſuch Officers 
excepted, the Election and Conſtitution of 
whom we have by theſe Preſents reſerved to us, 
our Heirs and Succeſſors, or to the Governor 


of our ſaid Province for the Time being; and 


to ſet forth the ſeveral Duties, Powers, and 
Limits of every ſuch Officer to be appointed 
by the ſaid General Court or Aſſembly; and 
the Forms of ſuch Oaths, not repugnant to the 


Laws and Statutes of this our Realm of Eng- 
land, as ſhall be reſpectively adminiſtred unto 
them for the Execution of their ſeveral- Offices 


and Places; and alſo to impoſe Fines, Mulcts, 


Impriſonments, and other Puniſhments ; and 


to impoſe and levy proportionable and reaſon- 
able Aſſeſſments, Rates, and Taxes, upon the 
Eſtates and Perſons of all and every the Pro- 


prietors and Inhabitants of our ſaid Province 
or Territory, to be iſſued and diſpoſed of by 
Warrant under the Hand of the Governor of 
our ſaid Province for the Time being, with 
the Advice and Conſent of the Council, for our 
Service in the neceſſary Defence and Support 

of our Government of our ſaid Province or 
Territory, and the Protection and Preſervation 


of the Inhabitants there, according to ſuch Acts 


as are or ſhall be in Force within our ſaid Pro- 


vince,” 
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If now, under the limited Powers of the Crown 
ſince the Revolution, any Man can think, that by 
giving them Power to raiſe Money ſor the Pur. 
poſes of their own provincial Government, King 

Wilkam intended to reſtrain his Parliament from 
the Power of taxing them for the public Service: 
Such an one muſt allow too, that the preceding 

Paragraph is equally reſtrictive ; and that the Par- 

liament is thereby debarred from making Laws 
for them; for that Power alſo is granted in the 
very ſame Terms, and is expreſly declared to be 
for the neceſſary Support and Defence of Govern. 


r Such an one muſt alſo ſuppoſe, that Lord &. 
| 1 1 5 | mers and the King's Judges, when they remarked 
it to the Agents as a capital Defect in their firſt 
Charter, that it gave to the Province no Power of 
raiſing Taxes, which yet they ever had and would 
be forced to do, and thereby forfeit their Charter; 
that the Defect, which they really meant, was, 
that they were not exempted from the Taxes of 
1 Parliament ; and that therefore they inſerted this 
Wl | Clauſe into the new one, to prevent their forfeit · 
| ing theid new Charter by ſubmitting to it. 


— 
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To complete the Abſurdity, ſuch an one muſt 
ſuppoſe, at the ſame Time that Lord Somers and 
the Engliſh Judges were ſo intent upon putting 
| . 2 5 them 
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them out t of the parliamentary Juriſdiction; that 
the Agents themſelves were ſo very deſirous of 


continuing under it; that when the Minutes of 


this Charter, veſting in the Colony the whole 
Power of Government, was ſhewn to them; they 


were all much diſſatisfied with it; and that Mr. 
Mather the Chief of them declared, That he 


would ſooner loſe his Life than conſent to it, 


If theſe Suppeſitions appear too abſurd to 


admit of the Reader's Belief, he will then agree 


with me, that, when the People of New Eng- 
land pretend to any Right of Exemption from 


| the Taxes of Parliament, they may, if they 


pleaſe, ſeek for Proofs from other Topics of 


Argument, and derive it if they can from other 
Sources, but will never find it in their Charter. 
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| MASSACHUSETS 


COLONY CHARTER. 


CHARLES by the Grace of God, King 


of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, 


Defender of the Faith, &c. 


To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhalt come, Greeting. 


| HEREAS our moit deare and royal 

Father King James of bleſſed memory, 
by his Highneſs's letters patents beareing date 
at Weſtminſter the third day of November, in 
the eighteenth year of his reign, hath given and 


granted unto the Councel eſtabliſhed at Ply- | 
mouth in the county of Devon, for the planting, 
ruling, ordering and governing of New-Eng- 


land in America, and to their heirs ſucceſſours 
and aſſignes for ever: All that part of America 
lying and being in breadth from fourty degrees 

of northerly latitude from the equinoxtiall line, 


to fourty eight degrees of the ſaid northerly lati- 


tude incluſively, and in length of and within all 


the breadth aforeſaid throughout the maine lands 


from ſea to ſea, together alſo with all the firme 
lands, ſoyles, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, 
waters, fiſhing, mines and mineralls, as well 

| %%% _  royall 
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This firſt Charter of the Maſſachuſets Colony has never 

been printed. There are very few Manuſcript Copies of 

it. Thoſe are liable to ſo many accidents that it is 

thought proper to publiſh it as the moſt likely means of 
preventing ix's being irrecoverably loſt. 
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„„ 
royall mines of gould and ſilver, as other mines 
and mineralls, precious ſtones, quarries, and all 
and ſingular other commodities, juriſdictions, 
privileges, franchiſes and preheminences both 
within the faid tract of land upon the maine, and 
alſo within the iſlands, and ſeas adjoining. Pro- 


vided always that the ſaid iſlands or any the 


premiſſes by the ſaid letters patent intended and 
meant to be granted were not then actually pol- 
ſeſſed or inhabited by any other chriſtian prince, 
or ſtate, nor within the bounds limits or terri- 
tories of the ſouthern colonies then before granted 


by our ſaid deare father to be planted by ſuch 


of his loving ſubjects in the ſouthern parts. To 
have and to hold poſſeſs and enjoy all and ſin- 
gular the aforeſaid continent, lands, territories, 
iſlands, hereditaments and precincts, ſeas, waters, 
fiſhings, with all and all manner their commo- 
dities, royalties, liberties, preheminences, and 
profits that ſhould from thenceforth ariſe from 


thence with all and ſingular their appurtenances, 


and every part and parcel thereof, unto the ſaid 
Councel, and their ſucceſſors and aſſignes for 
ever, to the ſole and proper uſe, benefit and 
behoof of them the ſaid Councel and their ſuc- 
ceſſors and aſſignes forever: To be houlden of 
our ſaid moſt dear and royal Father, his heirs 


and ſucceſſors, as of his manor of Eaſt-Green- 


wich in the county of Kent, in free and com- 


mon ſoccage, and not in Capite nor by knights 


ſervice. Yiclding and paying therefore to the 
laid late King, his heirs and ſucceſſors the fifth 
part of the oare of gould and ſilver which ſhould 
from time to time and at all times thenafter hap- _ 
pen to be found, gotten, had and obtained in, 
at, or within any of the ſaid lands, limits, ter- 
ritories and precincts, or in or within any part 
| or. 
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or parcel thereof, for or in reipect of all and all 
manner of duties, demands and ſervices whatſo- 
ever to be, done made or paid to our ſaid dear 
Father the late King, his heirs and ſucceſſors ; 
as in and by the ſaid letters patent (amongſt ſun- 
dry other clauſes, powers, privileges and grants 
therein contained) more at large appeareth. And 
whereas the ſaid Councel eſtabliſhed at Plymouth 
in the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, 
ordering and governing of New-England in Ame- 
rica, have by their deed indented under their 
common ſeal, bearing date the nineteenth day 
of March laſt paſt, in the third year of our 
reign, given, granted, bargained, fold, enfeoffed, 


| aliened and confirmed to Sir Henry Roſewell, 


Sir John Young, Knights, Thomas Sorbet 
John Humphrey, John Endicott and Symon 
Whetcomb, their heirs and aſſociates forever, 
all that part of New-England in America afore- 
aid which lieth and extendeth between a great 
river there commonly called Monomack, alias 
Merrimack, and a certain other river there called 
Charles river, being the bottom of a certain bay 
there commonly called Maſſachuſetts, alias Mat- 
tachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts bay, and alſo all 
and ſingular thoſe lands and hereditaments what- 
ſoever lying and being within the ſpace of three 
Engliſh miles on the ſouth part of the {aid Charles 
river, or of any or every part thereof, and alſo 
all and ſingular the lands and hereditaments what- 
loever, lying and being within the ſpace of three 
Engliſh miles to the ſouthward of the ſouther- 
moſt part of the ſaid bay called Maſſachuſetts, 
alias Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts bay, and 
alſo all thoſe lands and hereditaments which lye 
and be within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles 
to the northward of the ſaid river called Mono- 

VV. | = mack, 
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mack, alias Merrimack, or to the northward of any 
and every part thereof, and all lands and heredi- 
taments whatſoever, lying within the limits afore- 

ſaid, north and ſouth, in latitude and breadth, 
and in length and longitude, of and within all 
the breadth aforeſaid, throughout the main lands 
there, from the Atlantic and weſtern ſea and 
ocean on the eaſt part to the ſouth ſea on the 
weſt part, and all lands and grounds, place and 
 __ places, ſoils, wood and wood grounds, havens, 
ak. - ports, rivers, waters, fiſhing and hereditaments 
| whatſoever, lying within the ſaid bounds and 
limits, and every part and parcel thereof, and 
alſo all iſlands lying in America aforeſaid in the 
1 ſaid ſeas or either of them on the weſtern or 
[} 1 eaſterne coaſts or parts of the ſaid tracts of lands 
1 by the ſaid indenture mentioned to be given, 
11 granted, bargained, ſold, enfeoffed, aliened 
q and confirmed or any of them: And allo all 
FF mines and mineralls, as well royall mines of 
| gould and ſilver, as other mines and mineralls 
whatſoever in the ſaid lands and premiſſes or any 
part thereof : And all juriſdictions, rights, roy- 
alties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, privi- 
ledges, franchiſes, preheminences, and commo- 
dities whatſoever, which they the ſaid Councel | 
eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon 
for the planting ruling ordering and governing 
of New-England in America then had or might 
ule exerciſe or enjoy, in and within the laid 
lands and premiſſes by the ſaid indenture men- 
tioned to be given, granted, bargained, ſould, 
enfeoffed and confirmed, or in or within any part 
or parcel thereof. To have and to hould the 
laid part of New-England in America which 
lyeth and extends and is abutted as aforeſaid, 
and every part and parcel thereof; And all the 


ſaid 
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ſaid iſlands, rivers, ports, havens, waters, fiſn- 


ings, mines and minerals, juriſdictions, fran- 
chiſes, royalties, liberties, priviledges, commo- 


dities, hereditaments and premiſſes whatſoever, 


with the appurtenances, unto the ſaid Sir Henry 
Roſewell, Sir John Lounge, Thomas Southcott, 


John Humfrey, John Endecott and Symon Whet- 


comb, their heirs and aſſignes, and their aſſo- 


ciates, to the only proper and abſolute uſe and 


behoof of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John 
Younge, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 
John Endecott and Symon Whetcomb, their 
heires and aſſignes, and aſſociates forevermore. 
To be houlden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
as of our mannor of Eaſt Greenwich in the 
county of Kent, in free and common ſoccage, 
and not in Capite, nor by knights ſervice, yield- 
ing and paying therefore unto us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, the fifth part of the oare of gould 
and ſilver which ſhall from time to time and at 
all times hereafter happen to -be found, gotten, 
had and obtained, in any of the ſaid lands within 
the ſaid limits, or in or within any part thereof, 
for and in ſatisfaction of all manner of duties, 
demands and ſervices whatſoever, to be done, 


made or paid to us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, / as 


in and by the ſaid recited indenture more at 


lardge may appear. Now know ye, that we, 
at the humble ſuite and petition of the ſaid Sir 


Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Thomas 
{ Southcotr, John Humfrey, John Endecott and 
Symon Whetcomb, and of others whom they 
have aſſociated unto them, Have, for divers good 
cauſes and conſiderations us moving, granted and 
confirmed, and by theſe preſents. of our eſpeciall 
grace, certain knowledge and meere motion do 


grant 
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grant and confirm unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſe. 
well, Sir John Younge, Thomas Southcott, 
John Humfrey, John Endecott, and Simon 

Whetcombe, and to their aſſociates hereafter 
named (videlicet) Sir Richard Saltonſtall Knt. 
Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, 
Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe 
- Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, 
Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus 

Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John 
Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, 
William Vaſſall, William Pinchon, and George 
Foxcroft their heirs and aſſignes, all the ſaid 
part of New England in America, lyeing and 
extending betweene the bounds and limits in 
the ſaid recited indenture expreſſed, and all 
lands and grounds, place and places, ſoyles, 
wood and wood grounds, havens, ports, rivers, 
waters, mines, mineralls, juriſdictions, rights, 
royalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, pri- 
viledges, franchiſes, 'preheminences, heredita- 


ments and commodities whatſoever to them the 


ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, 
Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John En- 
decott and Simon Whetcombe, their heirs and 
aſſignes, and to their aſſociates by the ſaid re- 
cited indenture given granted bargained ſould 
enfeoffed aliened and confirmed, or mentioned 
or intended thereby to be given granted bar- 
ained ſould enfeoffed aliened and confirmed. 

To have and to hould the ſaid part of New 
England in America and other the premiſſes 
hereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed 
and every part or parcell thereof with the ap- 
purtenances unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Tho- 
| EL | 3 Maß 
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mas Southeott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, 

Sy mon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Al- 
derſey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George 
Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, 
Richard Bellingham, N athaniel Wright, Samuel 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Tho- 
mas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William 


Peinchon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and 


aſſignes for ever, to their only proper and abſo- 
Jute uſe and behoof for evermore. To be houlden 


of us our heirs and ſucceſſours as of our mannor _ 


of Eaſt Greenwich aforeſaid in free and common 
ſoccage, and not in Capite nor by knights ſer- 
vice, and alſo yielding and paying therefore to 
us our heirs and ſucceſſours the fifth part only 
of all oare of gould and ſilver, which from time 
to time and at all times hereafter ſhall be there 
gotten, had or obtained, for all ſervices, ex- 
actions and demands whatſoever, according to 
the tenure and reſervation in the ſaid recited in- 
denture expreſſed. And further know ye that 
of our more eſpeciall grace, certain knowledge 
and meere motion we have given and granted, 
and by theſe preſents do for us our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors give and grant unto the ſaid Sir Henry 
Roſcwell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Sal- 
tonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 
John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe, Iſaac John- 
lon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Mattew 
Craddock, George e Increaſe Nowell, 
Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Sauen Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, 


Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams John Browne, 


Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 


Vaſlall, William Pinchon, and George Fox- 


M Ee, 


mon 
alias Maſſatuſets bay, and alſo all and ſingular 
thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever lying 
within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles on the 

ſouth part of the ſaid river called Charles river, 


E . - „ * — 1 „ K _— * 


Fo 1 


croft, their heirs and aſſignes, all that part of New- 


England in America which lies and extends be- 
tween a great river there commonly called Mo- 


nomack river, alias Merrymack river, and a 


certain other river there called Charles river, 


1 in the bottom of a certain bay there com- 
called Maſſachuſets, alias Mattachuſets, 


or of any or every part thereof, and alſo all and 
ſingular the lands and hereditaments whatſoever 
lyeing and being within. the ſpace of three En- 
gliſh miles to the ſouthward of the ſouthermoſt 
part of the faid bay called Maſſachuſetts, alias 
Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſets bay. And alfo 
all thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever 


which lye and be within the ſpace of three 


Engliſn miles to the northward of the ſaid 


river called Monomack alias Merrymack, or 


to the northward of any and every part 


thereof, and all lands and hereditaments what- 
forever lyeing within the limits aforeſaid north 
and ſouth in latitude and breadth, and in length 


and longitude of and within all the breadth 
aforeſaid throughout the maine lands there from 
the Atlantick and weltern ſea and ocean on the 
eaſt part, to the ſouth ſea on the weſt parte, 
and all lands and grounds, place and. places, 


ſoyles, wood and wood grounds, havens, ports, 
rivers, waters and hereditaments whatſoever 


lyeing within the ſaid bounds and limits and 


every part and parcel thereof, and alſo all iſlands 


in America aforeſaid in the laid ſeas or either of 
them on the weſtern or caſtern coaſtes, or partes 


„ 


of the ſaid tracts of lands hereby mentioned 
to be given or granted or any of them, and all 
mines and mineralls as well royall mines of 
gould and ſilver as other mines and mineralls 
whatſoever in the ſaid lands and premiſſes or any 


part thereof, and free liberty of fiſhing in or 


within any the rivers or waters within the bounds 
and limits aforeſaid and the ſeas thereunto ad- 


joining, and all fiſhes, royal fiſhes, whales, 
balan, {tyrgeon, and other fiſhes of what kind 


or nature ſoever that ſhall at any time hereafter 
be taken in or within the ſaid ſeas or waters or 
any of them, by the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, 


Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John Ende- 
cott, Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Sa- 


muel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, 
George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, 
Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus - Eaton, Thomas 
Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel 
Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, 
William Pinchon, and George Foxcroft their 
heirs and aſſignes, or by any other perſon or 
perſons whatſoever there inhabiting by them or 
any of them appointed to fiſh therein. Pro- 
vided always that if the ſaid lands iſlands or 
any other the premiſſes herein before mentioned, 
and by theſe preſents intended and meant to be 
granted, were at the time of the granting of the 
tad former letters patents dated the third day of 
November in the eightcenth yeare of our ſaid 
deare fathers reigne aforeſaid actually poſſeſſed or 
inhabited by any other chriſtian prince or ſtate, 
or were within the bounds, limits, or territories 


of that ſoutherne colonie then before granted | 
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by our ſaid late father to be planted by divers 
of his loveing ſubjects in the ſouth parts of 
America, that then this preſent grant ſhall not 
extend to any ſuch parts or parcells thereof, ſo 
formerly inhabited or lying within the bounds 
of the ſouthern plantation as aforeſaid, but as to 
thoſe parts or parcells ſo poſſeſſed or inhabited 
by ſuch chriſtian prince or ſtate, or being within 
the bounds aforeſaid, ſhall be utterly voide, 
theſe preſents or any thing therein contained to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. To have and to 
hould, poſſeſs and enjoy the ſaid parts of New- 
England in America, which lye, extend and are 
abutted as aforeſaid and every part and parcel 
thereof, and all the iſlands, rivers, ports, havens, 
ters, fiſhings, fiſhes, mines, minerals, juril- 
dictions, franchiſes, royalties, liberties, privi- 
ledges, commodities and premiſſes whatſoever, 
with ppurtenances unto the ſaid Sir Henry 
Roſe el, Sir Johy/Younge, Sir Richard Salton- 
all, Thom athcott, John Humfrey, John 
Endecott, Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, 
Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew Crad- 
dock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Rich- 
ard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathanicll 
Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, 
Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 

Vaſiall, William Pinchon and George Foxcroft, 
their heirs and aſſignes forever, to the only pro- 
per and abſolute uſe and behoofe of the ſaid Sir 
Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard 
Saltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humtrey, 
John Endecott, Sy mon Whetcombe, Iſaac John- 
fon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew 
: Craddock, George Harwood, urea Nowell, 
Richard 


r W 1 


Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 


Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton» 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, 


Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaſſall, William Pinchon, and George Fox- 


crofte, their heirs and aſſignes forevermore. To 
be houlden of us, our heires and ſucceſſours, as 
our mannor of Eaſt Greenwici in the county 


of Kent within our realme of England, in free 
and common ſoccage, and not in Capite, nor by 
knights ſervice, and alſo yeelding and paying 


therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors the fifth 


part only of all oare of gould and ſilver which 
from time to time and at all times hereafter ſhall _ 


be there gotten, had or obtained, for all ſervices, 


exactions and demands whatſoever. Provided 


alwayes and our expreſſe will {and meaneing is, 


that onely one fifth part of the gould and filver 
oare above mentioned in the whole, and no 


more, be reſerved or payeable unto us, our 
| heirs and ſucceſſours, by colour or vertue of 

theſe preſents, the double reſervations or recitals 
aforeſaid, or any thing therein contained not- 
withſtanding. And for as much as the good 
and proſperous ſucceſſe of the plantation of the 
ſaid parts of New-England aforeſaid intended 


by the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John 
Lounge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas South- 
cott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon 


Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderley, 
John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Har- 


wood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Rich- 


ard Bellingham, Nathanicll Wright, Samuel 
Vaſlall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſal, William 
1 | | Pinchon, 
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Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, to be ſpeedily 


ſett upon, cannot but chiefely depend, next . 


under the bleſſing of Almighty God and the 


ſupport of our royall authority, upon the good 


government -of the ſame, to the end that the 


affairs and buſineſſes which from time- to time 


\ ſhall happen and ariſe concerning the ſaid lands 


and the plantation of the ſame, may be the 


better managed and ordered, We have further 
hereby of our eſpeciall grace, certain know- 


ledge and meere motion, given, granted and 


confirmed, and for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, 


do give, grant and confirme unto our ſaid 


truſtie and well-beloved ſubjects Sir Henry 
| Roſewell, Sir John Younee, Sir Richard Salton- 


ſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John 
Endecott, Symon Whetcomb, Iſaac Johnſon, 
Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew Crad- 
dock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, 
hard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Natha- 


niell Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, 


Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, 
Samucl Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaſſall, William Pinchon and George Foxcroft, 
and for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, wee will 
and ordaine, That the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, 'Tho- 
mas Southcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, 
Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Al- 


derſey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George 


Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, 
Richard Bellingham, Nathanicl Wright, Samuel 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 


Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 


Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William 


Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, and all fuch 
: x others 


JE. © 

others as ſhall hereafter be admitted and made free 
of the companie and ſociety hereafter mentioned 
hall from time to time and at all times forever 
hereafter be by virtue of theſe preſents one body 
corporate politique in fact and name, by the 
name of the Governor and Companie of the 
Maſſachuſetts Bay in New England: And them 
by the name of the Governor and Companie of 
the Maſſachuſetts Bay in New-England, one 
body politique and corporate in deed fact and 
name, wee doe for us our heirs and ſucceſſors 
make ordaine conſtitute and confirme by theſe 
_ preſents, and that by that name they ſhall have 
perpetuall ſucceſſion, and that by the ſame name 
they and their ſucceſſors ſhall and may be capa- 
ble and enabled, as well to impleade and to be 
impleaded, and to proſecute demand and anſwer, 


and be anſwered unto in all and ſingular ſuites, 


cauſes, quarrells, and actions of what kind and 
nature ſoever. And allo to have, take, poſſeſſe, 
acquire and purchaſe any lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments, or any goods or chattells, the 
lame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bargain, 
{ell and diſpoſe of as other our leige people of 
this our realme of England, or any other cor- 
poration or body politique of the ſame may law- 
fully doe. And further that the ſaid Governor 


| and Companie and their ſucceſſors may have for- 


| ever on. common ſeale to be uſed in all cauſes 
and occaſions of the ſaid Companie, and the ſame 
ſeale may alter, change, break and new make 
irom time to time at their pleaſures, - And our 
will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby for us our 
heirs and ſucceſſors ordaine and grant, that from 
henceforth for ever there ſhall be one Governor, 


one lates Governor, and - Een Aſſiſtants 
of 
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of the fame Companie to be from time to time 


conſtituted elected and choſen out of the freemen 
of the ſaid Companie for the time beinge, in 


ſuch manner and forme as hereafter in theſe pre- 


ſents is expreſſed. Which ſaid officers {hill 
apply themſelves to take care for the belt dil. 
poſing and ordering of the generall buſineſs and 


affaires of for and concerning the ſaid lands and 


premiſſes hereby mentioned to be granted, and 
the plantation thereof and the government of 


the people there. And for the better execution 


of our royall pleaſure and grant in this behalfe, 
we do by theſe preſents for us our heires and 
ſucceſſors nominate, ordaine, make, and conſti. 


tute our well beloved the ſaid Matthew Crad- 


dock, to be the firſt and preſent Governor of 


the ſaid Companie, and the ſaid Thomas Goffe 
to be deputy Governor of the ſaid Companie, 


and the ſaid Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Iſaac John- 


ſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, John Hum- 


frey, John Endecott, Symon Whetcombe, In- 


creale Nowell, Richard Perry, Nathaniel Wright, 


Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas 
Adams, Thomas Hutchins, John Browne, 
George F oxcroft, William Vaſfall, and William 
Pinchon to be the preſent Aſſiſtants of the faid 
Companie to continue in the ſaid ſeveral offices 
reſpectively for ſuch time and in ſuch manner 
as in and by theſe preſents. is hereafter declared 
and appointed. - And further we will and by 


| theſe preſents, for us our heires and ſucceſſors do 


ordaine and grant that the Governor of the 
ſaid Companie for the time being, or in his 
abſence, by occaſion of ſickneſs or otherwiſe, 


the deputy Governor for the time being ſhall 


have authority from time to time upon all oc- 
| | caſions 
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caſions to give order for the aſſembling of the 


laid Companie, and calling them together to 


conſult and adviſe of the bulineſs and affaires of 


the ſaid Companie. And that the ſaid Governor, 


deputy Governor and Aſſiſtants of the faid 


Companie for the time being ſhall or may once 


every month or oftener at their pleaſures aſſemble 
and hould and keep a court or aſſembly of 


themſelves for the better ordering and directing 
of their affairs. And that any "ſeven or more 
perſons of the Aſſiſtants together with the Go- 
vernor or deputy Governor 1o aſſembled ſhall be 
ſaid, taken, held, and reputed to be, arid ſhall 


be a full and ſufficient court or aſſembly of the 


ſaid Companie, for the handling, ordering and 
diſpatching of all ſuch buſineſſes and occurrents, 


as ſhall from time to time happen, touching or 


concerning the ſaid Companie or plantation, and 
that there ſhall or may be held and kept by the 


Governor or deputy Governor of the ſaid Com- 
panie, and ſeven or more of the ſaid Aſſiſtants 


for the time being upon every laſt Wedneſday 


in Hillary, Eaſter, Trinity and Michaelmas 


Termes reſpectively for ever, one great gene- 


rall and folemn aſſembly, which four generall 


aſſemblies ſhall be ſtyled and called the foure 
greate and generall courts of the ſaid Company: 


In all or any of which ſaid greate and generall 
courts ſo aſſembled, We do for us, our heires | 
and ſucceſſours, give and grant to the ſaid Go. 


vernour and Companie and theire ſucceſſours, 


that the Governour, or in his abſence the de- 


_ puty Governour of the ſaid Companie for the 
time being, and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and free- 


men of the ſaid Companie as ſhall be preſent 


or the greater number of them ſo aſſembled, 


N whereof 
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bwhereof the Governour or deputy Governour - 


and fix of the Aſſiſtants at the leaſt to be ſeven, 
ſhall have full power and authority to chooſe, 
nominate and appoint ſuch and ſo many others 
as they ſhall thinke fitt, and that ſhall be willing 


to accept the ſamè, to be free of the ſaid Com- 


pany and Body, and them into the ſame to ad- 
mit, and to elect and conſtitute ſuch officers as 
they ſhall thinke fitt and requiſite for the order. 
ing, managing and diſpatching of the affaires 
of the ſaid Governor and Companie and theire 


ſucceſſours, and to make lawes and ordinances 


for the good and welfare of the ſaid Com- 
panie, and for the government and ordering of 
the ſaid lands and plantation, and the people 


inhabiteing and to inhabite the ſame, as to 


them from time to time ſhall be thought meete. 
So as ſuch lawes and ordinances be not con- 
trary or repugnant to the laws and ſtatutes 
of this our realme of England. And our will 
and pleaſure is, and we do hereby for us, our 
heires and ſucceſſours, eſtabliſh and ordaine, 
'T hat yearely once in the yeare forever hereafter, 


namely the laſt wedneſday in Eaſter terme 


yearely, the Governour, deputy Governour and 


Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Companie, and all other 
- officers of the ſaid Companie ſhall be in the 


generall court or aſſemblie to be held for that 
day or time newly choſen for the yeare inſueing 
by ſuch greater part of the ſaid Companie for 
the time being, then and there preſent, as is 
aforeſaid. And if it ſhall happen the preſent 


Governour, deputy Governour and Aſſiſtants 


by theſe preſents appointed, or ſuch as ſhall 
hereafter be newly choſen into their rooms, or 
any of them, or any other of the officers to be 
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appointed for the ſaid Companie, to dye, or to 


be removed from his or their ſeverall offices 


or places before the ſaid generall day of election 
(whom we do hereby declare for any miſde- 


meanor or defect to be removeable by the Go- 


vernor, deputy Governor, Aſſiſtants and Com- 
panic, or ſuch greater part of them in any of 
the publick courts to be aſſembled as is afore- 
ſaid) that then and in every ſuch caſe it ſhall 
and may be lawfull to and for the Governour, 


deputy Governour, Aſſiſtants and Companie 


aforeſaid, or ſuch greater part of them ſo to be 
aſſembled as is aforeſaid, in any of their aſſem- 
blies to proceed to a new election of one or more 
others of their Companie in the room or place, 
rooms or places of ſuch officer or officers ſo 


dyeing or removed according to their diſcretions. 


And immediately upon and after ſuch election 
and elections made of ſuch Governour, deputy 
Governour, Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants or any other 
officer of the ſaid Companie in manner and 
forme aforeſaid, the authority, office and power 
before given to the former Governour, deputy 


Governour, or other officer, and officers ſo re- 


moved, . in whoſe ſtead and place new ſhall be 
lo choſen, ſhall as to him and them and every 
of them ceaſe and determine. Provided allo, 
and our will and pleaſure is that as well ſuch 
as are by theſe preſents appointed to be the 
- preſent Governour, deputy Governour and Af. 


liſtants of the ſaid Companie, as thoſe that ſhall 


lucceed them, and all other officers to-be ap- 
pointed and choſen as aforeſaid ſhall before they 
undertake the execution of their ſaid offices and 
places reſpectively take their corporall oathes 


| for their due and faithfull performance of their 
- N 2 duties 
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duties in their ſeverall offices and places, befor 


ſuch perſon or perſons as are by theſe preſents 
hereunder appointed to take and receive the ſame, 
that is to ſay, the ſaid Matthew Craddock who 
is hereby nominated and appointed the preſent 
Governour of the ſaid Companie ſhall take the 


ſaid oathes before one or more of the Maſters of 
our court of chancery for the time being, unto 


which Miſter or Maſters of the Chancery we do 
by theſe preſents give full power and authority 


to take and adminiſter the ſaid oath to the ſaid 


Governour accordingly. And after the ſaid Go- 


vernour ſhall be fo ſworne, then the ſaid deputy 
Governour and Aſſiſtants before by theſe preſents 


nominated and appointed ſhall take the ſaid 
ſeveral oathes to their offices and places reſpec- 
tively belonging before the ſaid Matthew Crad- 
dock the preſent Governour fo ſworne as afore- 


ſaid. And every ſuch perſon as ſhall at the time 
of the annuall clection, or otherwiſe upon death 


or removall, be appointed to be the new Gover- 


nour of the ſaid Companie ſhall take the oathe; 
to that place belonging before the deputy Gover- 


nour or twoof the Aſſiſtants of the ſaid 8 
at the leaſt for the time being. And the new 
elected deputy Governour and Aſſfiſtants, and all 
other officers to be hereafter choſen as aforeſaid 
from time to time ſhall take the oathes to their 
place s reſpectively belonging before the Governour 
of the ſaid Companie for the time being. Unto 


Which ſaid Governour, deputy Governour and As- 


ſiſtants, we do by theſe preſents give full power 

and authority to give and adminiſter the ſaid 
oathes reſpectively, according to the true meaning. 

herein before declared, without any commiſſion or 


lurther warrant to 55 had and obtain ed of us, 
Our 


E 5 
dur heirs and ſucceſſors in that behalfe. And we 
do further of our eſpeciall grace, certain know- 
ledge and meere motion for us our heires and ſuc- 
ceſſours give and grant to the ſaid Governour 
and Companie' and their ſucceſſors for eyer by 
theſe preſents, that it ſhall be lawfull and free 
for them and their aſſignes at all and every time 
and times hereafter, out of any of our realmes 
and dominions whatſoever, to take, leade, carry 


and tranſport for in and into their voyages, and 


for and towards the ſaid plantation in New Eng- 
land all ſuch and ſo many of our loving ſubjects 
or any other ſtrangers that wall become our 
loving ſubjects and live under our allegiance, as 
ſhall "willingly accompany them in the ſame 


voyages and plantation, and alſo ſhipping armour 


weapons, ordinance ammunition, powder, ſhott, 
corne, victuals, and all manner of clothing, 
implements, furniture, beaſts, cattle, horſes, 
mares, merchandizes, and all other things ne- 
ceſſary for the ſaid plantation, and for their uſe 
and defence, and for trade with the people there, 


and in paſſing and returning to and fro, any 
law or ſtatute to the contrary hereof in any 


wiſe notwithſtanding, and without paying or 
yeelding any cuſtome or ſubſidie either inward 
or outward to us, our heires or ſucceſſours, for 
the ſame, by the ſpace of ſeven yeares from 
the day of the date of theſe preſents. Provided 


that none of the ſaid perſons be ſuch as ſhall | 


be hereafter by ſpeciall name reſtrained by us, 
our heires or ſucceſſours. And for theire further 
incouragement, of our eſpeciall grace and favour, 


we do by theſe preſents for us, our heires and 


ſucceſſours, yeeld and grant to the ſaid Governor 


and es Leg and theire ſucceſſours and every 


of 
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of them, their factors and aſſignes, that they. 


and every of them ſhall be free and quitt from 
all taxes, ſubſidies and cuſtomes in New-Eng- 
land for the like ſpace of ſeven yeares, and 
from all taxes and impoſitions for the ſpace of 
twenty and one yeares upo.. all goods and mer- 


chandiſes at any time or times hereafter, either 


upon importation thither, or exportation from 
thence, into our realme of England, or into 
any other of our dominions, by the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Companie and theire ſucceſſours, their 
deputies, factors anch aſſignes, or any of them, 
except only the five Pounds per centum due for 


cuſtome upon all ſuch goods and merchandiſes, 


as after the ſaid ſeven yeares ſhall be expired 
ſhall be brought or imported into our realme of 


England, or any other of our dominions, ac- 


cording to the ancient trade of merchants, which 
five pounds per centum onely being paid, it 
ſhall be thenceforth lawfull and free for the ſaid 
adventurers the lame goods and merchandizes to 


export and carry our of our ſaid dominions into 


forreine parts, without any cuſtome, taxe or 
other duty to be paid to us, our heires or ſuc- 
ceſſours, or to any other officers or miniſters of 
us, our heires and ſucceſſours. Provided that 


the ſaid goods and merchandizes be ſhipped out 


within thirteen months after their firſt landing 


within any part of the ſaid dominions. And 


we do for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, give 


and grant unto. the ſaid Governour and Com- 


panie and their ſucceſſours, that whenſoever, or 
lo often as any cuſtome or ſubſidie ſhall grow | 
due or payable unto us, our heires or ſucceſ- 


"fours, according to the limitation and appoint- 


ment aforeſaid, by — of 8 goods, wares 
or 


1 


or merchandiſes to be ſhipped out, or any return 


to be made of any goods, wares or merchan- 
diſes, unto or from the ſaid parts of New-Eng- 


land hereby mentioned to be granted as afore- 


ſaid, or any the lands and territories aforeſaid, 


that then and fo often and in ſuch caſe the "2:6 


mors cuſtomers and officers of our cuſtomes of 
England and Ireland, and every of them for the 
time being, upon requeſt made to them by the 


ſaid Governor and Company or their ſucceſſours, 
factors, or aſſignes, and upon convenient ſecu- 


rity to be given in that behalfe, ſhall give and 
allowe unto the ſaid Governour and Companie 
and their ſucceſſours, and to all and every per- 


ſon and perſons free of that Companie as afore- 
ſaid, ſix months time for the payment of the 


one halfe of all ſuch cuſtome and ſubſidie as ſhall 
be payable unto us, our heires and ſucceſſours, 


for the ſame, for which theſe our letters patents, 
or the duplicate or the inrollment thereof, ſhall | 


be unto our ſaid officers a ſufficient warrant and 
diſcharge. Nevertheleſs, our will and pleaſure is, 
that any y of the ſaid goods, wares and merchandiſes 


which be or ſhall be at any time hereafter landed 


_ or exported out of any of our realmes aforeſaid, 
and ſhall be ſhipped with a purpoſe not to be 
carried to the parts of New-England aforeſaid, 
but to ſome other place, that then ſuch payment, 
dutie, cuſtome, impoſition or forfeiture ſhall 
be paid or belong to us, our heires and ſuc- 
ceſſors, for the ſaid goods, wares and mer- 
chandiſe ſo fraudulently ſought to be tranſported, 


as if this our grant had not been made or 
granted, And wee do further will and by theſe 
preſents for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, firmely 


enjoine and commande as well the Treaſurer, 


I | | c hancellor 
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Chancellor and Barons of the Exchequer of ud, 
our heires and ſucceſſors, as allo all and fingular 


the cuſtomers, farmers and collectors of the 


cuſtomes, ſubſidies and impoſts, and other the 
officers and miniſters of us, our heires and ſuc- 
ceſſors, whatſoever for the time being, that they 


and every of them, upon the ſhewing forth 
unto them of theſe letters patents, or the dupli- 


cate or exemplification of the ſame, without 
any other writt or warrant whatſoever from us, 


our heires or ſucceſſors, to be obtained or ſued 


forth, do and ſhall make full, whole, entire and 
due allowance and cleare diſcharge unto the ſaid 
Governour and Companie and theire ſucceſſors, 
of all cuſtomes, ſubſidies, impoſitions taxes 


and duties whatſoever that ſhall or may be 


claymed by us, our heires and ſucceſſors, of 
or from the ſaid Governor and Companie and 


their ſucceſſors, for or by reaſon of the ſaid 


goods, chattels, wares, merchandiſes and pre- 
miſes to be exported out of our ſaid dominions, 
or any of them, into any part of the ſaid lands 
or premiſes hereby mentioned to be given, 

ranted and confirmed, or for or by reaſon of 


any of the ſaid goods, chattels, wares or mer- 
chandiſes to be imported from the ſaid lands 


and premiſes hereby mentioned to be given, 
granted and confirmed, into any of our ſaid 
dominions or any part thereof as aforeſaid, ex- 


cepting only the ſaid five pounds per centum 


hereby reſerved and payable after the expiration 
of the ſaid terme of ſeven years as aforeſaid and 


not before. And theſe our letters patents, or 


the inrollment duplicate or exemplification of 
the ſame ſhall for ever hereafter from time to 


time, as well to the Treaſurer, Chancellor and 
Barons 


„„ 
Barons of the Exchequer of us our heires and 
ſucceſſors, as to all and ſingular the cuſtomers, 
Farmors and Collectors of the cuſtoms ſubſidies 
and impoſts of us our heires and ſucceſſors, and 
all ſearchers and other the officers and miniſters 
' whatſoever of us our heires and ſucceſſors for the 
time being a ſufficient warrant and diſcharge in 
this behalfe, And further our will and pleaſure 
is, and we doe hereby for us, our heires and ſuc- 
ceſſors, ordaine, declare and grant to the ſaid 


Governour and Companie and theire ſucceſſors, 


That all and every the ſubjects of us, our heires 
or ſucceſſors, which ſhall goe to and inhabite 
within the ſaid lands and premiſſes hereby men- 
| tioned to be granted, and every of theire chil- 
dren which ſhall happen to be borne there, or on 
the ſeas in going. thither or returneing from 
thence, ſhall have and enjoy all liberties and im- 
munities of free and naturall ſubjects within any 
of the dominions of us, our heires or ſucceſſors, 
to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes what- 
ſoever, as if they and every of them were borne 
within the realme of England. And that the 
Governour and deputy Governour of the ſaid 
. Companie for the time being or either of them, 
and any two or more of ſuch of the ſaid Aſſiſt- 
ants as ſhall be thereunto appointed by the ſaid 
Governour and Companie at any of their courts 
or aſſemblies to be held as aforeſaid, ſhall and 
may at all tymes and from tyme to tyme here- 
after have full power and authority to adminiſter 
and give the oath and oathes of ſupremacie and 
\ allegiance or either of them to all and every per- 
lon and perſons which ſhall at any tyme or tymes 
hereafter goe or paſſe to the lands and premiſſes 
hereby mentioned to be granted to inhabite in the 

0 5 ſame. 
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fame. And wee do of our further grace, cet. 
taine knowledge and meere motion give and grant 


to the ſaid Governor and Companie and their 


ſucceſſors, that it ſhall and may be lawfull to 
and for the Governour or deputy Governor and 
ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and Freemen of the ſaid 
Company for the tyme being as ſhall be aſſembled 
in any of their generall courts aforeſaid, or in any 
other courts to be ſpecially ſummoned and 


aſſembled for that purpoſe, or the greater part 


of them (whereof the Governour or deputy 
Governor and ſixe of the Aſſiſtants to be always 
ſeven) from tyme to tyme to make, ordaine and 


_ eſtabliſh all manner of wholeſome and reaſonable 


orders, laws, ſtatutes and ordinances, directions 
and inſtructions not contrary to the lawes of this 
our realme of England, as well for the ſettling 
of the formes and ceremonies of government 
and magiſtracie fitt and neceſſary for the ſaid 
plantation and the inhabitants there, and for 


nameing and ſtyling of all ſorts of officers both 


ſuperiour and inferiour which they ſhall find 


needful for that government and plantation, and 
the diſtinguiſhing and ſetting forth of the ſeverall 


duties, powers and limits "of every ſuch office 
and place, and the formes of ſuch oathes war- 
rantable by the lawes and ſtatutes of this our 
realme of England as ſhall be reſpetively 
miniſtred unto them, for the execution of the 
ſaid ſeveral offices and places, as alſo for the 


diſpoſing and ordering of the elections of ſuch 
of the ſaid officers as ſhall be annuall, and of 


ſuch others as ſhall be to ſucceed in caſe of death 
Hr removall, and miniſtring the ſaid oathes to 
the new elected officers, and for impoſition of 


ia wfull tynch, mulcts, impriſonment or other 
Jawtull 
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lawfull correction, according to the courſe of 


other Corporations in this our realme of Eng- 
land, and for the directing, ruleing and diſpoſeing 
of all other matters and things whereby our 


ſaid people inhabiting there may be ſo religiouſly, 


peaceably and civilly governed, as theire good 
life and orderly converſation may winne and 
invite the natives of that country to the know- 


| ledge and obedience of the onely true God and 


Saviour of mankind, and the chriſtian faith, 


4 


which in our royall intention and the adven- 


turers free profeſſion is the principal end of this 


plantation. Willing, commanding and requir- 
ing, and by theſe preſents for us, our heires and 
ſucceſſors, ordaineing and appointing, that all 
ſuch orders, lawes, ſtatutes and ordinances, in- 
ſtructions and directions as ſhall be made by the 
Governour or deputy Governour of the ſaid 
Company and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and Free- 
men as aforeſaid and publiſhed in writing under 
theire common leale, ſhall be carefully and duely 
obſerved, kept, performed and putt in execution 
according to the true intent and meaneing of the 


| fame, And theſe our letters patents or the du- 


plicate or exemplification thereof ſhall be to all 


and every ſuch officers, tuperiour and inferiour, 
from tyme to tyme, for the putting of the fame 


orders, lawes, ſtatutes and ordinances, inftruc- 


tions and directions in due execution againſt us, 


our heirs and ſucceſſors, a ſufficient warrant and 
diſcharge. And we doe further for us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, give and grant to the ſaid Gover- 


nor and Companie and their ſucceſſors, by theſe 


Z Preſents, That all and every ſuch chiefe com- 


manders, captains, governours and other officers 
and miniſtegs, as by the ſaid orders, lawes, ſta- 
| ” 02 tdutes, 
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| eutes, ordinances, inſtructions or directions of 
the ſaid Governour and Companie for the tyme 
being, ſhall be from tyme to tyme hereafter im- 
3 either in the government of the ſaid inha- 


itants and plantation, or in the way by ſea 
thither or from thence, according to the natures 


and limits of theire offices and places reſpectively, 
- ſhall from tyme to tyme hereafter forever within 


the precincts and parts of New-England hereby 
mentioned to. be granted and confirmed, or in 


the way by ſea thither, or from thence, have full 


and abſolute power. and authority to correct, 


puniſh, pardon, governe and rule all ſuch the 


ſubjects of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors as ſhall 
from tyme to tyme adventure themſelves in any 


voyage thither or from thence, or that ſhall at 


any tyme hereafter inhabite within the precincts 


and parts of New-England aforeſaid, according 

to the orders, lawes, ordinances, inſtructions and 
directions aforeſaid, not being repugnant to the 

Jawes and ſtatutes of our realme of England as 


aforefaid. And wee do further for us, our heires 
and ſucceſſors, give and grant to the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Companie and theire ſucceſſors, by 


theſe preſents, That it ſhall and may be lawful 
to and for the chief commanders, governors and 


officers of the ſaid companie for the tyme being, 


who ſhall be reſident in the ſaid part of N ew-Eng- 
land in America by thele preſents granted, and 


others there inhabiteing, by their appointment 
and direction from tyme to tyme and at all tymes 
hereafter, for their ſpecial} defence and ſafety 


to incounter, repulſe, repell and reſiſt by force 


of armes, as well by ſea as by land, and by all 
fitting wayes and meanes whatſoever, all ſuch 
Perſon and 1 perſons as ſhall at any * hereafter 
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attempt or enterpriſe the deſtruction, invaſion; ' 
detriment or annoyance to the ſaid plantation or 
inhabitants: And to take and ſurpriſe by all 
wayes and meanes whatſoever all __ every ſuch 
_ perſon and perſons, with their ſhipps, armour, 
munition and other goods as ſhall in hoſtile 
manner invade and attempt the defeatinge of 
the ſaid plantation, or the hurt of the ſaid Com- 
panie and inhabitants. Nevertheleſs, our will 
and pleaſure is, and we do hereby declare to 
all Chriſtian Kings, Princes and States, That if 
any perſon or perſons which ſhall hereafter be 
of the ſaid Companie or plantation, or any other 
by lycenſe or appointment of the ſaid Governour 
and Companie for the tyme being, ſhall at any 
tyme or tymes hereafter, robb or ſpoyle by ſea 
or by land, or do any hurt, violence, or un- 
lawfull hoſtility to any of the ſubjects of us, our 
heires or ſucceſſors, or any of the ſubjects of any 
Prince or State being then in league and amity 
with us, our heires and ſucceſſors, and that 
upon ſuch injury done, and upon juſt complaint 


of ſuch Prince or State or theire ſubjects, Wee, 


our heires or ſucceſſors ſhall make open pro- 
clamation within any of the parts within our 
realme of England commodious tor that purpoſe, 
that the perſon or perſons having committed any 
ſuch robbery or ſpoyle, ſhall within the terme 
limited by ſuch a proclamation make full reſti- 
tution or ſatisfaction of all ſuch injuries done, 
ſo as the ſaid Princes or others ſo complaining 
may hould themſelves fully ſatisfied and con- 
tented. And that if the ſaid perſon or perſons. 
having committed ſuch robbery or ſpoyle ſhall _ 
aot make or cauſe. to be made ſatisfaction accor- 
dingly, within ſuch tyme ſo to be lymited, — 
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then, it ſhall. be lawfull for us, our heires and 


ſucceſſors, to putt the ſaid perſon or perſons out 
of our allegiance and protection; and that it 


mall be lawfull and free for all Princes to pro- 


ſecute with hoſtility the ſaid offenders and every 5 


of them, theire and every of theire procurers, 


ayders, abettors and conſortes in that behalfe. 
Provided alſo, and our expreſſe will and pleaſure 


is, and wee do by theie preſents. for us, our 


heires and ſucceſſors, ordaine and appoint, that 


theſe preſents ſhall not in any manner enure, or 
be taken to abridge, barre or hinder any of our 


lovinge ſubjects whatſoever to uſe and exerciſe 
the trade of fiſhing upon that coaſt of New-Eng» 


land in America by theſe preſents mentioned to 


be granted : Buit that they or any and every or 


any of them ſhall have full and free power and 
liberty to continue and uſe theire ſaid trade of 
fiſhing upon the ſaid coaſt in any of the ſeas 


thereunto adjoineing, or any armes of the ſeas 


or ſalt- water rivers where they have beene wont 


to fiſh, and to build and ſet up upon the lands 


by theſe preſents granted ſuch wharfes, ſtages 
and workhouſes as ſhall be neceſſary for the ſalt- 
ing, drying, keeping and packing up of theire 
fiſh to be taken or gotten upon that coaſt ; and 
to cut downe and take ſuch trees and other. 
materialls there growing, or being, or ſhall be 
needfull for that purpoſe, and for all other 
neceſſary eaſements, helpes and advantage con- 
cerning theire ſaid trade of fiſhing there in ſuch 


manner and forme as they have beene heretofore 


at any tyme accuſtomed to doe, without makeing 


any wilfull waſte or ſpoyle, any thing in theſe 
preſents contained to the contrary notwithſtand- 
ing. And we do further for us our heires and 

> 2 5 ſucceſſors 


5 
ſucceſſors ordaine and grant the ſaid Governour : 
and Companie and heires ſucceſſors by theſe 
_ preſents, that theſe our letters patents ſhall be 
firme good eſfeftual and available in all things 


and to all intents and conſtructions of lawe, ac- 


cording to our true meaning herein before de- 
clared, and ſhzll be conſtrued reputed and ad- 
judged in all caſes moſt favourably on the 

bchalfe and for the benefit and behoofe of the 


ſaid Governour and Companie and their ſuc- 


ceſſors. Although expreſſe mention of the true 
yearly value or certainty of the premiſſes, or any 
of them, or of any other gifts or grants by us or 
any other of our progenitors or predeceſſors to 
the foreſaid Governour and Companie before 
this time made, in theſe preſents is not made, 


or any ſtatute, act, ordinance, proviſion, pro- 


clamation or reſtraint to the contrary thereof 
heretofore had, made, publiſhed, ordained or 
rovided, or any other matter cauſe or thing 
whatſoever to the contrarie thereof in any wiſe 
notwithſtanding. In witnes whereof we have 
_ cauſed theſe our letters to be made patent. Wit- 
neſs ourſelves at Weſtminſter, the fourth Day 
of March in the fourth yeare of our reigne. 


This is a true copy of ſuch letters 
patents under — great ſeai , 
England. In teſtimony whereof | 
I ; Winthrop verbs 4 N 
of the Mattachuſetts aforeſaid & Sill. 2 | 
have cauſed the publick ſeal of WP 
the ſame to be hereunto affixed 
this 19th day of the month 
called March 1643. 
| 5 


lohn Winthrop, Gov, 
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